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R E * D K 7 
EN the ſubſtance of the following Diſcourſes was de- 
| liyered to my own congregation, I had no deſign to pu- 
bliſh them. But as it ſoon appeared to be the general defire of 
thoſe who heard them, that they ſhould be publiſhed, and the 
ſeſſion and others preſented a joint requeſt for that purpoſe, I took 
the matter under ſerious conſideration. The confequence was, 
I at laſt agreed to comply with the deſires of my people, as the 
peruſal of the Diſcourſes in their families, may, under the 
divine bleſſing, tend to their edification and eſtabliſhment in the 
truth, and put them on their guard againſt feveral errors, both 
— JdoQrinal and practical, which unhappily prevail in the preſent 
age, to the great danger of religion, and of the ſouls of men. It 
Is hoped the Diſcourſes may anſwer the ſame good ends with 
| xeſpet to others, who may be pleaſed to peruſe them. 


I have delivered my ſentiments with freedom, knowing that 
T watch for ſouls, as one that muſt give an account, but without 
intention to offend any who are of a different judgment. My 
worſt wiſh to them is, that they may know and believe the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, and ſhare liberally in its gracious effects. Amidſt 
the prefent divided communions, and fentiments of Chriſtians, 
it affords me real pleaſure, to look forward to the happy period, 
when the genuine diſciples of Jeſus ſhall be one in fentiment and 
affection. That the following Diſcourſes may tend to the glory 
of God, the vindication of truth, and the edification of Chriſtians, . 
is the ſincere deſire of the Author. | 
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LESUSECHRIET 
—DACDUATCE Lf 
Matth. xvi; 16,—Thou art Chrift, the Son of the Froing God: 


\ \ THEN any perſon of a ſingular character appears 
In the world, and his arne „ prada whey | 
abroad, he readily engages the attention of ind, 
and they have different ſentiments and impreſſions 
concerning him, according to what they have ſeen or 
heard of his character, or the particular prejudices 
which they entertain. This was eminently the caſe, 
when the Son of God appeared in this world, to accom- 
pliſh his will in the redemption of ſinners, as we learn 
from the verſes preceding the text. That he might in- 


troduce a pious conference with his diſciples, in Which 


he intended to encourage their faith, and lay before 
them ſeveral important inſtructions, he aſked them, 
Whom do men ſay that I the Son of Man am? They replied, 
Some ſay that thou art Johm the Baptiſt, ſome Elias, and o- 
thers Jeremias or one of the prophets. He then puts the 
queſtion particularly to themſelves, But whom ſay ye that 
{ am? Peter, with that promptitude peculiar to his cha- 
rater, anſwered for himſelf and the reſt, in the words 
af the text, Thau art Chriſt, the Son of the living God. , 

0 > ® ach t 


4 THE MEDIATORIAL CHARACTER 
It was an im — queſtion which Ahaſuerus put to 


Eſther the P queen, when ſhe endangered her life 
for the ſafety of . people, What wilt thou, Queen Efther ? 
and what is thy requeſt? It ſpall N half 
of the kingdom (a). But our Lord's query to the diſci- 
ples is more important ſtill, and Peter s reply 2 the 
greatneſs of the query, and contains the moſt glorious 
confeſſion of faith that ever was made, comprizing at 
once the divine and mediatorial character of Jeſus Chriſt. 
This excellent confeſſion of faith contains two great aſ- 
ſertions concerning our Redeemer. 74 

Firſt, Thou art Chriſt. . 

Secondly, Thou art the Son of the being God. 

The 1 fuſtration and eſtabliſhment of theſe great doc- 
trines of our holy religion, with ſome ſuitable ; mere 
ment, is by the divine aid humbly intended. 

The firſt aſſertion in this noble confeſſion of faith i is, 
Thou art Chriſt. The word Chriſt ſignifies anointed, 
being of the fame meaning as Meſſiah in the Old Teſia- 
ment. This expreſlion bears an obvious alluſion to the 
ancient manner of anointing Kings, prieſts, and pro- 
phets with ſacred oil, which ſignified their deſignation 
to their reſpective offices, and their qualifications to diſ- 
charge them. When therefore our Saviour is called 

Chriſt, the expreſſion points out his appointment to be 
the Mediator, Prophet, Prieſt and King of the church, 
together with his excellent qualifications to fulfil theſe 
| Ip and glorious offices. Let us conſider them in their 
order. - 

Hirſt, He is called Chriſt, to point out his deſignation 
to his mediatorial office. His divine commiſſion ſhines 
in the ſacred records with the clearneſs of the fun at 
noon. I have laid help on one that is mighty ; I have exalt- 
ed one choſen out of the people (b).—l muſt work the work of 
him that ſent me, while it is day (c Called of God an high- 
_ after the order FI Melchi iſedec (4). Io adduce the 

various 


2 Efik, v. 3. (5 Pſa. oy rc 


t& John ix 4. (d) Heb. v. 10. 


J 


or Iss Er. 3 
ee would only 


| be to tranſcribe a large portion of the divine word. 


This appointment of Jefus:Chriſt to be our Redeem- 
er, Was an act of God the Father, voluntary and free. 
He was under no neceſſity of nature to provide a Savi- 
our for fallen men. I man at firſt, an in- 
nocent creature, to cipate of his neſs, was an 
act moſt free and — which — prompted 
by the overflowing benignity of his nature. And had 
man maintained his integrity, there is no reaſon to 
doubt, that he would have ſtill ſhared the goodneſs that 
gave him exiſtence. But by the commiſſion of fin, he 


was rendered obnoxious to the wrath of God, which, 


without impeachment of his goodneſs, might have been 
executed upon him, as was the caſe with ſinning angels, 


who periſhed without redemption. From this reaſon- 
ing it is evident, that his recovery behoved to be by an 
act of grace. Accordingly our redemption from fin and 
miſery, to the friendſhip, image, and enjoyment of God, 
1s every where, in ſcripture, repreſented as the fruit of 
his love and grace through the merit of Jeſus. Grace 
divinely rich and free is the fountain of it, and ſhines 
conſpicuous in all its parts. Paul gives an epitome of 
the whole ſcheme. But where ſin — grace did 
much more abound ; that as fin hath reigned unto death, even 


/o might grace reign through ann, unto eternal life by 


Tefus Chriſt our Lord (e). 

The appointment of Chriſt to be our Ruknaes was 
indiſpenfably neceſſary to our falvation. Though free, 
in reſpect of God, it was neceflary on our account. Man, 
in innocence, had friendly intercourſe with God, with- 
out the intervention of a Mediator, for then fin was no 
obſtacle to their fellowſhip. But by the introduction of 
ſin, Adam and all his poſterity were debarred fellowſhip 
with God, and ſubjected to the curſe of his law. It then 
became inconſiſtent with his ſpotleſs perfection to deal 
with them immediately in their own * * in 

the 


(e) Row. v. 20, 21. 
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the way of diſpleaſure and puniſhment: His juſtice and 

holineſs formed a gulph impaſſable, which entirely cut 
off all friendly communication between hi 7 pac Gin, 
by the firſt conſtitution of ny 

But as he entertained a defign — to many 
Adam's family from eternity, he ordained his own Son 
their Mediator, that in the fulneſs of time he ſhould be- 
come incarnate, and do and ſuffer whatever the ſacred 
claims of law and juſtice required of them. There is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus (). His appointment to this office was alſo ne- 
ceflary to the acceptable and fucceſsful execution of it. 
None had either power or right to ordain the medium 

by which fallen men ſhould be reſtored to favour, but 
the. God whom thiy offenciink, Had Chriſt run unſent, 
he could not have expected the Father's countenance in 
his work, nor the acceptance of it, nor could he have 

procured the ſalvation of ſinners. But being inveſted 
with divine authority, he had a right to enter on his of- 
fice, was enabled to perform: it, and every! valuable end 
was anſwered by it. 

As his ap appointment to eee the 
ſalvation of men, ſo it laid a foundation for the higheſt 
poſſible illuſtration of the divine perfections go- 
vernment, in the execution of it. Moſt juſtly is it ſaid 
of him, as the Father's ſervant in the work of redemp- 
tion, and bearing the name of the church on account of 
her near relation to him, Thon art ſervant, O Iſrael, 
in whom I will be glorified (g). This dignified truſt com- 
mitted to the 8on of God glorifies his wiſdom. The 
ſcheme of redemption, in its various parts, diſplays the 
manifold wiſdom of God, and exhibits it in a rich di- 
verſity of glorious attitudes. To deviſe a ſcheme ſo ex- 
cellent, glorious, and wiſe, equally exceeded the right 
and power of all creatures. It was a device worthy of 
God, and which none but a God could frame. By it 
bis power is eminently illuſtrated, in oyer-ruling the nu 

merous 


(1 1 Tim ii. . (g) Ifa. alix. 3. 
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merous events of providence, in a ſubſerviency to the 
intereſts of the kingdom ofagrace, and preſerving the 
church in the world amidſt the malice and power of her 
enemies. The divine power was eminently diſplayed 
in forming our Saviour's body of the ſubſtance of a fin- 
ful woman, altogether free ſin, and contrary to 
the ordinary courſe of nature. By a moſt wonderful 
act of power, the Son of God aſſumed the human na- 
ture into union with himſelf, which is one of the chief 
myſteries of our holy religion. Great is the myſtery of 


| gediineſ, God was manife/t in the fleſh (b). What power 


forth in ſupporting his humanity in the painful 
courſe of his obedience and ſufferings, and in his glori- 
ous reſurrection, when he was dechred to be the Son of 
God with power! What power is exerted in producin 
and — the f ich) life in thoſe — — 
dead in ſin, and will be exerted in raiſing them to life 
at the laſt day, when the barren grave ſhall be endowed 
with a proliſie virtue, and bring them all to life in one 
great birth Here ſhines the love of God with charms 
the moſt armable and attractive. Never did divine love 
appear ſo lovely as in the miſſion of Jefus Chriſt to fave 
periſhing fouls ——Here ſhines grace divinely rich and 
tree, to creatures the moſt unworthy; yea, the exceed- 
ing riches of eee is diſplayed the divine mercy 
ſuccouring the miſerable, pardoning ſins of the | 
demerit, and countleſs as the ſand of the fea. This a- 
miable perfection of Deity never could have been glori- 
fied but by the ſcheme of redemption. Love and fa- 
vour, power and goodneſs, were manifeſted to man in- 
nocent, under the covenant of works, and juſtice might 
have been awfully difplayed in puniſhing the breach of 
it; but the nature of that conſtitution excluded mercy, 
and threatened miſery to the guilty. In the day thou eat- 
et thou ſhalt die. The new covehant only diſplays the 
amiablencſs; and triumphs of mercy.-In harmony 
with Mercy appears inflexible Juſtice, more nay 


h i Tic, lis 16. 


* 


| umphing in a free pardon. Mercy and Truth are met to- 
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the Redeemer's ſufferings, than it could have been by 
ſery of ſinners will not clear their debt to Juſtice z but 
rings of the God-man, by the union of the to 


perſon, were an adequate ſatisfaction for 
the ſins of all thoſe repreſented by him in the covenant 
of — that, in his n 
Juſtice rejoicing in a full ſatisfaction, and Mercy tri- 


ber, Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other (i). 
The fame gracious plan opens the rich fountain of the 


divine benignity, from whence iſſue the moſt copious 


ſtreams, to refreſh, purify, and invigorate the ſouls of 
men. It is a pleaſing view of God, to conſider how he 
bs mera treaſures of his common goodneſs, and ſup- 
plies the wants of that vaſt variety of creatures where- 


with the world is ſtored; but it is ſtill a more pleaſi 
which 


contemplation to think of his ſpecial goodneſs, 
abundantly ſupplies the ſpiritual wants of his children. 
In this view of — may we not exclaim with 


the prophet, How great is his goodneſs (k) In a light 


how awful and amiable does the ſcheme of redemption 
exhibit the faithfulneſs of God | He appears awfully 


faithful in the execution of his threaterangs on his own 


Son, as the ſubſtitute of elect men, which gave egreſs to 
his mercy and goodneſs. Juſtice and Judgment are the 


habitation of thy throne, Mercy and Truth ſhall go befare thy 


face (1). He appears alſo the faithful God, keeping cove- 


nant and truth for ever, in accompliſhing' his promiſes 
to his Son as Mediator, and to believers in him, while 
his promiſes to them are unconditional and free, exceed- 
ing great and precious, and gracoully adapted to all 


their diverſified circumſtances. Vea, the goſpel method 


of ſalvation ſhews God glorious in holineſs, and renders 


Lis government awfully venerable, The obedience of 


h's Son magnified the law, and raiſed it to higher ho- 


en Pfal. xxx, 10. (i) Tech. ix. 17. (/) Pal, Ixxxix. 14, 
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nours, than it could have attained, by that of creatures, | 
whether angels or men, being the obedience of God 


and man in one perſon, ſo true was the ancient predic- 
tion, He will magnify the law, and make it honourable (m). 

+ The ſecond thing implied in Peter's aſſertion, Thou 
art Chriſt, is his fitneſs for the diſcharge of his media- 
torial truſt. His qualifications for this great function 
may be ſhewn from many conſiderations, but we only 
adduce the following three, becauſe he was the object 


of the Father's choice ; God-man ; and actually execut- 


ed the work given him to do. 


1/4, He was the object of the Father's choice for ac- 
 complifhing the work of redemption. I have made a 


covenant with my choſen (n). His appointment to his of- 


fice was formerly proved, we urge it now as an evidence 
that he was ——— for it. Believers were choſen from 
5 


eternity in that they might be qualified for duty 
in time; but Chriſt was choſen to his office, becauſe he 
was qualified to fulfil it. Our help was laid on him be- 
cauſe he was mighty. He was God when the choice 


was made, and to human nature he was then contract- 
cd, though it was long before he actually aſſumed it. 
When men entruſt affairs. of importance to others, if 


the choice be directed by prudence, it will fall on per- 
ſons of proper 1 

would argue weakneſs or folly, eſpecially in things of 
high concernment. And can we think, that the wiſe 


and good God, all whoſe ways are * would 
— — and execute 
the work of redemption, in which his glory, and the 


ſalvation of ſinners, were ſo deeply intereſted? Men 
may err in the choice of objects through ignorance, par- 


tiality, or wickedneſs, but theſe cannot be imputed to a 
Being of infinite wiſdom and diſcernment. True wit- 


dom conſiſts in deviſing the moſt proper means, for at- 
taining the moſt valuable ends, and both theſe have been 
; | B eminently 


(n) Iſa. Xii. 21 + > (=) Plal. laxxin. 3. 


nts. To do otherwiſe, 
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ed thee. with. the oil of 


ſpiritual anointing, as is human nature was ſo 
eminently qualified for obeying and fuffering, is one 


Go THE MEDIATORIAL CHARACTER 
.eminently attended to in the plan of redemption. The 


ends of it are moſt excellent, the glory of God and the 


_ -ſalvation of men; wo em Hen. — 2 


ends, and admirably fitted to acco un them. 
-2dly, The Lord Chriſt was qualified for his office, be- 


cauſe he was God and man in one perſon. His humani- 


ty, by union with his divinity, was filled with an ex- 
traordinary meaſure of ak ares | God, thy God, hath anoint- 
above fellows (o). This 


great reaſon of the name given him in the text, T 
art Chrift. Few at preſent deny the reality of his hu- ' 
man nature. The Socinians themſelves, the inveterate 
enemies of his Godhead, confeſs it. Of many ſcriptures 
that prove it, we mention only one. 225 us increa Dd; in 
"wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour with God and man 205 
Here we have a deciſive proof, that he had a reaſonable 
ſoul united to a human body. He increaſed in wiſdom, 
a quality of mind, not of matter, and of created, not 


uncreated mind, whoſe wiſdom being infinite admits 


not of increaſe. He increaſed alſo in ſtature, a quality 


ol matter, not of mind, expreſſiwe of the growth of his 
_ bodily members. 


His human nature was united to his divine i in ſuch 2 
manner that he was God and man in one perſon. His 
humanity had no actual influence in forming this union, 
but his divine perſon took the human nature into union 
with itſelf. 4s the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, 
he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame. He took-on him 
the ſeed of Abraham (9). Contradict not this glorious 
truth, ye Arians and Socinians, for, though your blind- 
ed reaſon will not admit it, it is one of the higheſt glo- 
ries of Chriſtianity. Though the two natures were 
united in his perſon, they were {till diſtin, and retain- 
ed their eſſential qualities. W God and man 


without 


(e) Plas lv. 7. (p) Lake i. 52. 0 Heb, i. 14, 16. | 
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without converſion, mixture, or deſtruction of any of - 


his natures, while he had a divine but not a human per- 


ſon, becauſe his — never had a ſeparate ſubſiſ· 
* tence by itſelf, but, after the act of aſſumption, ſubſiſted 


in union to his perſon, | Theſe ſentiments are happily: 


expreſſed; in our valuable Shorter Catechiſm. -* The on- 
ly Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
<.' who being the eternal Son of God, became man, and 
+. ſo was and continueth to be God and man in two 
diſtinct natures, and one perſon for ever“. 


Buy this myſterious union of natures, he was excellent 
ly qualified to be our Redeemer.” He was nearly allied 
to God and man, entirely well affected to the intereſt! 
of both, and fit to mediate between them. Had he been 
only God, he could not have obeyed nor ſuffered for 
ſinners, on account of the high perfection and glory of, 
his character. Had he been only man, his obedience and 
ſufferings could not have procured redemption, becauſe 
they would. have wanted merit, their author being a 


mere creature. But, in the wiſdom of God, he was 


completely qualified for his work by the two natures: 
in his perſon. His humanity was a ſubject capable of 
obeying and ſuffering, and by virtue of the perional u- 
nion, infinite merit was derived to his human nature, 
ſo that his obedience and ſufferings in it, fully ſatisfied 
the ſacred claims of Law and Juſtice, and procured eter- 
nal redemption for his people. How py did Jeſus, - 
the High-prieſt of our profeſſion, poſſeſs in himſelf the 
fubſtance of what was typified by the Aaronical prieſt- 
hood, altar and facrifice | He was prieſt, altar, and ſacri- 
fice united, and in a manner — excellent and glori- 
ous : The prieſt, in his divine perſon ; the altar, in his 
divine nature; and the ſacrifice, in his humanity, while 
the altar ſanctiſied the gift, and rendered the offering 
of the human nature inſinitely valuable, and acceptable 
to God. In his character, therefore, as God-man, he Was 
perfectly qualified to finiſh the work given him to do. 
3dly, The actual execution of his important office, is 
| Kt . a f 9 Les + +3 32 proof, 
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a proof, af alt others; the moſt deciſive of his nem for” | 
diſcharging it. The excellence of this proof is, that it 
is the fruit of trial and in which all our Sa- 
_ viour's ſupereminent en for his office were 
drawn forth into actual exerciſe, and ſhewn to be ſound 
and genuine; The able, faithful, arid ſucceſsful execu- | 
tion of any office, is a ſure evidence that the perſon in- 
veltedrwith th, ts qualified to fulfil it. Now, all theſe 
—— — 8. in Jeſus Chriſt, He had ability for 


5 | his work, for he is declared to be the mighty God (r), and 


able to fave to the witermo/t them that come unto God by 

Bim Os He has alſo the divine teſtimony for his fide- 

Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as alſo 

Me faithful in all his — >(t), Of old the ſucceſs 

work was predicte hen thou ſhalt make his ſoul 
LE re for oe ol ſhall ———— 

Der in his hand. He fhal Jy of the tra. 
try of his — and f be ſatisfied (u). ſhall not you | 
nor be diſcouraged, till he have ſet Judgment in the earth, and 
the i/les ſhall wait for his low (x). As far as the ſcheme of 

vidence has proceeded, the events have corref ponds 
ed to — truth of pops e is purchaſed, 
its application is going on, the glorious is ſent a- 
hvac among en as owe ak of their 
converſion unto God, and all, for — the benefits of 
r purchaſe are intended, ſhall ſooner or later en- 
them 
By the execution of his various offices, he furniſſies 
| the church with complete redemption. Who of God ii 
made unto us wiſdom and righteouſne * and ſanttification and 
redemption ( y). His general office as Mediator inchades 
his. particular offices of prophet, prieſt, and king. His 
prophetic office he executes, by revealing the will of 
God in the word, and enlightening the minds of men 
80 een its beauty wd r e 8 He doth Peel 


the 
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a without which 


the aruths anc objects. revealed can neither be ſeen in 


, nor felt in their ſav- 
energy · The natural mam ruceiuerh nat the things of the 
sS to him; neither can he 
know them, are fpurituallydiſcerned (z). In the 
— of bis prieflly office, he made atonement for 
his people, and ever lives to intercede for them. As 
„he 
2 The entire execution of 
all theſe offices, to the of God; and the ſalvation 
of the church, isa vaſt ance in religion, 
and the conſideration of it might tend much to ediſi- 
cation. We intend not however to travel through a 
field fo extenſive, but only to ſhew our Lord's fitneſs 
for his mediatorial truſt, by the actual execution of his 
ieſtly office. Nor do we mean to diſcufs the interceſ 
ſory part of this office, but the ſacrificing part of it, that 
we may eſtabliſn the great doctrine of Chriſt's atone- 
ment, againſt the Socinian doctrine, which is hoſtile to 
it. We conſider the denial of Chriſt's divinity and a- 
tonement as branches of the Socinian ſyſtem that are 
ſubverſive of all religion, tending to tear up/Chriſtiani- 
ty by the roots, and to deſtroy the faith 
church, and therefore we ſhall attempt a ſhort defence 
of both theſe i important articles of the Chriſtian ſyſtem: 
The divinity of our Redeemer will come under review, 
on the ſecond part of this fubje&t, when we conſider 
him as the Son of the livin God. At preſent his atone- 
ment comes naturally under confideration, when we 
urge the execution of his mediatorial office, as a proof 
of his fitneſs for the diſcharge of it. Our ſentiments 


therefore on this ſubject, in oppolition to the doctrine 


of Socinians, ſhall be comprized ander the following 
propofitions. | 
Prop. I. Vinditive juſtice i 18 effential to the nature of 


God —4l his Ways are judgment : a Gad of truth, and 
without 


(z) 1 Cor. ai. 24 
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without iniquity, juſt. and right ir he (a). His wayt are“ 
here ſaid not only to be , e of wiſe 


counſel, but that he is juſt and right himiſelf. Juſtice is a 


- 


high and excellent attribute of his nature, and the righ-- 


teouſneſs of his whole moral adminiſtration is founded 
upon it. All who acknowledge 
will readily grant that he is a Being perfectly juſt and 


holy. But all will not g t, that vindictive or punitive 


8 ä — 


mean, that part or perfection of the divine character, 
whereby God is diſpoſed to puniſh ſin according to its 
demerit. This muſt neceſſarily be eſſential to his na- 
ture; for, if he be perfectly holy, and ſin be entirely op- 
poſite to his nature, then muſt he hate it, and if he hate 
it, he muſt puniſh it. The neceſſity of doing ſo does 
not ariſe merely from what he has dackes 


in the ſcriptures, are awful indications of his nature as 
neceſlarily diſpoſed to puniſh the tranſgreſſions of his 
law. And the rectitude of his nature cries as loudly as 
the threatenings of his law. Though hand join in hand, 
the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſbed ( | angels and 
men never ſinned, this part of the divine ee, like 
the attribute of mercy, would have lain hid in God, be. 
cauſe an object to draw it forth had been wanting. But 
when once ſin is committed, the exerciſe of punitive 
. is neceſſary, while that of mercy is free. Juſtice 

a claim on the ſinner for puniſhment, while he has 
none on-mercy for pardon. Vindictive juſtice not on- 
ly renders the puniſhment of fin neceſſary, but it alſo 
requires that it be puniſhed according to its deſert. The 
different degrees of puniſhment annexed, by the wit- 


dom and juſtice of nations, to different crimes, or de- 


grees of guilt, afford a faint image of the awful juſtice 


of Deity, in puniſhing the violations of his moral go- 


vernment according to their demerit. Though crea- 


| tures 
(a) Deut. xxl. 4. (4) Prov. xi. 21. 
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tures. cannot know what meaſure of puniſhment ſin de- 


ſerves, this is known to God, and the fame eſſential juſ- 
tice-that. diſpoſes him to puniſh un at all, dipoſes him 
to puniſh it according to its real deſert. Shall nat the 


Fudge of all the-earth do right ? He will not puniſh wick- 


ed men or devils above what their crimes deſerve. To 


puniſh below demerit is not a full exerciſe of juſtice; 


ao exceed it, is injuſtice and cruelty ; to puniſh exaftly 


according to it, is an exertion of juſtice the moſt 
fe& and glorious, which is competent only to the all- 
perfect Moral Governor. And, in this perfect manner, 


all ins, committed by his creatures, have been, or muſt 
be puniſhed. 


K. is indeed alledged by Socinians, who deny Chrif' 
atonement, and by Arminians, who admit it, but 
make it univerſal with reſpect to mankind, that God 
could pardon ſin without a ſatisfaction to his juſtice. 
It is unfavourable to this doctrine, that no one inſtance 
of this can be ſhewn, in the whole hiſtory of provi- 
— — its linews are entirely cut, by what has been 
alr ed concerning eſſential juſtice. It muſt 
Uo beg 2— that as the exerciſe of the ordinate 
power & God is bounded by his purpoſe and will, ſo is 
that of his abſolute power, by his moral perfections. If 
2 ſeparate abſolute from morai power, they would 

the Deity the moſt terrible and wicked being in 

the univerſe. God only can do what he can do in righ- 
teouſneſs, and in an entire conſiſtence with all his per- 
fections. Will the votaries of Socinus and Arminius 
approve of their own doctrine, were it exemplified in 
human governments? Will theyſay that mercy, without 
regard to juſtice, ſhould be extended to violators of the 


laws? or that ſuch falſe and ill-direted clemency would 


not ruin any nation under-heaven? And would they 
have the all- perfect JEHOVAH to form the great plan 
of his r on principles ſo weak and wicked, 
as would infattibly diſgrace and ruin any human 

vernment? Have ve ey pon rare with due attention that 


well 
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claims of theſe latter a tes are lefr bleed: 
ing and [Theſe men thould remember, that a 
being only of mercy and benignity is am idol, 
and not — — character is delineated 
in ſeripture. For, as he is the Lord Cod merciful and grach 
ous, fo be is glorious in holineſs, fuſt in all his ways, and holy 
in all his works, Were K duly — conſider, that the 
divine nature comprizes every inſinit plorious 
fection; and that none of Ke fon mr can be — 
ed to the prejudice of the reſt, they would be convine- 


ed, that God cannot, nor will pardon fin without a fa- 


wen to has juſtice ; and that, if ever ſinners be ſav- 

jet were and mercy mult conſpire together, as they do 
loriouſly in the ſcheme oft redemption. Such are 

the . — claims of eſſential juſtice, that all ſin muſt 


be puniſhed according to its deſert, either in the nn 


of a — or of the ſinners themſelves, ' — - 

op. II. The fins of thoſe for whom Chriſt died, were 
2 to him as their ſurety. Though the covenant 
of works gave no intimation of a Saviour, but threat- 
ened death to the diſobedient, yet it did not prevent the 
ſubſtitution of a furety. Though the puniſhment threat- 


ened could not be avoided, yet it admitted of a com- 
mutation of perſons and of gui, that the debt incur- 


red by the violation of it, might be paid by a ſurety. 
The office of a ſurety in civil courts is well known; he is 
bound to pay the debt, if the perſon, whoſe ſurety he i is, 
becomes inſolvent. In like manner, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by the Father's appointment, and his own con- 


ſent, became the Surety of his elect people. He is ex. 


prefsly called a Surety. By ſo much Feſus was made a-Sure- 
ty of a better teſtament (c). A twofold debt his people had 


xo ner a debt of obedience, and of niſhment, nei- 


ther of Wan they were able to Pr. But, in virtue ws 


* Hed. vii. 22, 


his N to be their Surety, their double debt de. 
volved on him, which he paid to the full extent requir- 
ed by law and juſtice, in the purity of his nature, life, 
As the Surety of his ſpiritual ſeed, their ſins were im- 
puted to him. This was typified of old in the expia- 
tory ſacrifices of Iſrael, particularly in the ordinance of 
the ſcape· goat. And Aaron ſhall lay both his hands on the 
head. of the. live-goat, and confeſs over him all the iniquities of 
the children. of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions in all their 
fins, putting them upon the head of the goat (d). Various de- 
clarations, of ſcripture clearly prove, that the fins of an 
elect world were imputed to Gui, or made legally his, 
that he might ſatisfy for them. The. Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all (e). Chriſt hath redeemed us from the 
curſe of the law, being made a.curſe for us (F). He was num- 
bered with the tranſpreſſors, and he bare the fin of many (g). 
For be hath made him to be fin: for us who knew: no ſin (hb 
Who his own ſelf, bare our fins. in his own body. on the tree (i). 
All theſe expreſſions, when taken together, afford us this 
clear teſtimony, that iniquity was laid on Chriſt; that he 
bare fin; that he was made a curſe ; and that God-made 
him ſin. When theſe things are ſaid of him, they can 
only be true in one of two ways, they muſt either ſignify. 
the imputation of {in to him, or his ſuffering the puniſhe 
LE it. No other *. 29% 3 the 1255 
iptures can poſſibly admit, for ſin of his on, | 
had none, m_ heart or life. And indeed the laſt 
ſenſe of theſe ſcriptures could not be true without the 
firſt; for to puniſh an innocent perſon for fin that is 
neither imputed to him, nor committed by him, is e- 
qually contrary to divine and human juſtice, That the 
righteous ſhould be as the wwicked,. that be far from thee ((). 
Sin was firſt, made his by imputation, and then the pu- 
mihment was demanded; jor to have puniſhed hey. be- 
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(%) Lev. Ni. 21. (e) Ila. l. 6. ( Gal. ili. 13. (e) Ihe. | 
Hi. 12, (+) 2 Cor. v. 21. (5) 1 Pet ii, 24. (4 Gen ii 26, 


be treated as a inner ; 
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fore he was leg Uly guilty, would have been 
4 debt from Him while the Jaw did not "know hit as 
debtor, and while he had not engaged to pay, Wien 


would have been contrary to every idea of juſtice. 


* will not avail the Socinians to object, t at tlie bs 
ation of fin to Chriſt is not mentioned in ſcri 


in expreſs terms. The above ſcriptures clearly fupport 


this doctrine, and no other tolerable ſenſe can be put ups 
on them. And when a doctrine is clearly proved to be 
ſcriptural, it is below the character of men of fenſe, and 
erudition, to quibble about expreflions. It is the ſenſe of. 
ſcripture and the truths of it in which divine revelation 
rly confiſts ; and when the language of ſe ure 
clearly aſcertains the truth of any particular d 
whatever the manner of diction be, this wagt 0 termi. 
nate every diſpute concerning it. | 
The expreſſions, | Covenant of Works: Qovenant of 


Grace, Trinity, Imputed Righteouſneſs, are not in 


ture, but the dectrhbes ſignified by theſe phraſes are 
important in their nature, and clearly revealed Late 
CE" + | 5 
Neither will it ferve the Socinian etal 10 alledge, 
that theſe ſeriptures that ſpeak of Chriſt as being made 
A curſe, bearing ſin, havin gelt laid epon Him, and 
made {m, only 550 fy chat God ſuffered Rim te 
this is ſuch a-force put upon 
theſe expreſſions, chat the ſenſe of ſcripture might be 


entirely ſubverted, were interpretations {5>vague, diſ- 
torted, and contrary to the genuine ſenſe of lan 


admitted. Beſides, this Socinian interpretation of 
above paſſages is incompatible with juſt views of the 
holineſs of God. That men who are finners themſelves 
ſhould be ſuffered to be treated as finners, is not ſur. 
prizing; becauſe, in this cafe, the eeconomy of Prei. 
pence correſponds to the- character of the perſons ; but 
that Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon perfectly innocent, ſhould be 
ſuffered to  unclergo the treatment of a N is equally 


* contrary 


d 


=> 
A 


and for their recovery to the ſervice of God 
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contrary to the nature and government of the righte 
ous God, unlek be had ſuffered for the ſins of others. 
As little will it avail Socinians to object, that the im- 
putation of fin to Chriſt, and making him. undergo pu- 
niſhment for it, is inconſiſtent with the holineſs of the 
divine character. The righteouſneſs of this part of the 
divine economy, in 2 36 to Chriſt, and de. 
manding — ion for it, will be obvious, when we 
conſider, that it was an act of God, who is haly in all 
his works, and can do nothing that is wrong. Though 
his righteous nature made it neceſſary to puniſh fin, yet 
it did not exclude the puniſhment of it in the pexſon of 
a Surety, This imputation was juſt becauſe the Son of 
God chearfully ſubmitted to it. Sin was nat charged 
on him by force, but by his own conſent... [delight ta 
do thy will, Q my Gad (1). He had alſo a power, to dil- 
poſe of his on life. I have power to lay it down, and I 


have power. to take it again (m). We add, that by this 


imputation of ſin to Chriſt, a foundation was laid for a 
full ſatisfaction to Juſtice for all thoſe repreſented by 
him, which could not have been done by r e 
tyranny of the devil, to whom they owed no ohedience. 
In this way, the prey was taken from the mighty, and 
the lawful captive delivered, good brought out of evil, 
God glorified, and finners ſa ve. 
Prop. HL, Chriſt endured the wrath of God due to all 
the ſins of all the perſons repreſented by him. Had he 
not repreſented the perſons of his and ſtood un- 
der the imputation of their ſins, he could not haveſut- 
fered for them; but the legal tranſlation of them to him 
juſtly ſubjected him to the wrath. which they deſerved. 
This is as equitable as that the ſurety of the inſolvent 
debtor ſhould clear his debt, that the creditor may ſuf- 
fer no injury. By the wrath of God is not meant an 
ſuch boiling and tumultuaus paſſion in him, as wrath 
| | or 


(% Pal. xt. 8. (en] John x. 18, 
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or anger in the human breaſt ; but the e ee 
of a . — Judge againſt ſin, and a calm, unalterable 
inclination and Eto puniſh it as it deſerves. This 
was the wrath that Chriſt endured to make atonement” 
for the fins of his people, viz. A holy, legal wrath. God 
the Father is to be viewed as the righteous Judge, and 
Jeſus as the Surety of ſinners, and in this character he 
demanded ſatisfaction to his injured juſtice from his own 
Sion for the ſins of thoſe whoſe Surety he was. 
When the wrath that went forth againſt Chriſt is 
viewed as the legal wrath of God, the righteous Judge, 
it is entirely conſiſtent with the Father's love to him. 
He loved him as the ſecond perſon of the Trinity, and 
as Mediator, he loved him as his own'Son, and his cha- 
rater and work as Redeemer, even when he poured 
down upon him the vials of his wrath. The ſenſe of 
the Father's love was indeed withdrawn from Chriſt's 
humanity under his ſufferings, and this was no ſmall 
part of his ſufferings, but it was not extmguithed, as the 
fun is ſtill in the firmament, though his orb be not ſeen 
by interpoſing clouds. When legal wrath falls upon ſin- 
ners in their own perſons, it is inconſiſtent with love 
but the love of God was conſiſtent with legal wrath in 
the cafe of Chriſt the Surety, juſt as a judge of the cri. 
minal law may paſs ſentence of death on a malefactor, 
and yet ſincerely love and pity him. | 
That Chriſt ſuffered the wrath of God due to the fins 
of his people, is perfectly clear from ſcripture. Surely 
he hath borne our griefs and carried our ſorrows. He was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our ini- 
quities, the chaſtiſement of aur peace was laid upon him, and 
with his ſtripes we are healed. For the tranſgreſſion of my 
people was he ftricken (n). Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us (o)Who was 
delivered for our offences (p) Tor Chrijt alſo hath once 402 


(») Tfa, li 41 5, 8. (e) Gal. iii, 23,  (p) Rom. iv. 25. 
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n fered for fins, the 75 . ). If theſe, and ſuch 
le g e > Telus ſuffered che 
is —.— due — his. — — their ſins, 


nt muſt ceaſe to convey ideas, and the words of the 
xd Ghoſt are no longer capable to-communicate his will to 
d mankind. Socinians contend that Chriſt ſuffered for 
he the good of men, but not in their ſtead, but the above 
declarations of ſcripture clearly ſhew, that he ſuffered in 
their ſtead, what deſerved to ſuffer. What other 
is conſtrufion | can, with ſenſe — * be put on 
e, theſe expreſſions, bearing our g our _ 
n. rows; bruiſe for-our — — off Coke 
1d ons, that he was made a curſe for us, and har 
la- or fins? It would be more honourable to Socinians to 
ed deny, like their brethren the Deiſts, the truth of revela- 
of tion altogether, than to deny its plaineſt and moſt im- 
t's portant doctrines, while they = yon to believe | it to 
all be a revelation from God. 
he It was only in the human nature that Chriſt endived TS 
en the wrath of God, for his divine nature was incapable. 
n- of ſufferin But his humanity was united to his di- 
6; vinity, ſupported by extraordinary communica- 
in tions from the Holy Spirit, and his indwelling Deity; 
ri- otherwiſe it could not have endured the dreadful ſuf- 
Ir, ferings due to the fins of an elect world. An adequate 
| conception of the greatneſs of his ſufferings we cannot 
ins form, except we knew all the perſons repreſented by 
ely him, the number and aggravations of their offences, to- 
Vas gether with the degrees of wrath due to them : But 
ni theſe things are too deep for us to nen and 
md known only to God. 
my It is w__ by ſome that Chriſt could not ſuffer the 
um very wrath which his people deſerved, becauſe, being an 
vas innocent perſon, he — not feel remorſe, which is a 
7 great part of the puniſhment of ſin, neither were his 
red tuflerings eternal, as theirs ſhould have been. This 
realonkiy 


@ 1 Pet, ill. 18. 
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alerting; what. cannot he proved. His human -naturo 
was as capable of the ment of ſenſe as of loſs, and 
God, the righteous Judge, knew all the avenues of pain, 
he knew:the demerit of thoſe fins that were imputed to 
his Son, and in What manner and meaſute they ſhould 
be puniſhed, and inflicted the puniſhment af them ac- 
cordingly. The ſame. legal imputation of guilt, that 
rendered it a righteous thing with God, to forſake his 
Son in the human nature, under his ſufferings, juſtified 
the infliction of all that paſitive puniſhment, which that 
guilt deſerved. That the ſufferings of Jeſus were not e, 
ternal, was owing to the infinite dignity of his perſon, 
The reaſon why the ſufferings of ſinners muſt be eter, 
nal, is becauſe they cannot clear their debt, and-till the 
debt be paid, they muſt remain in priſon. But by rea- 
ſon of the union of the two natures in the perſon of 
Chriſt, divine Juſtice receives an infinite ſatisfaction, 
and is more glorified than it could have been by the e- 
ternal ſuflerings of his people. 


Prop. IV. Jeſus Chriſt did not die to expiate the guilt. 
of all men, but only for thoſe who were choſen in Ri 

from eternity. As it is the truth of the doctrine of the 
atonement, in oppoſition to Socinians, that we had prin- 
cipally in view on this part of the ſubject, we intend not, 
at preſent, to enter into the Arminian controverſy con- 
cerning univerſal redemption, We ſhall only ſtate the 


truth from ſcripture, without entering into any contro- 


verſy with thoſe who are otherwiſe minded. It will be 
readily allowed that there is merit ſufficient in the blood 

of Jeſus, to purchaſe redemption for all men; for merit 
that is infinite will extend to all poſſible redemption. 
But his atonement only extends to elect men. In their 
ſtead he was ſubſtituted, their {ins only were imputed to 
him, and for them alone he died. He himſelf informs 


us 
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us for whom be died. I an the good Shepherd; rhe' 
3 — died, he adds; N 
ſheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 
And I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh 
neither full any Plurk then our of my hand. My \Fathe 
why prove them die; tO greater than all; and nome is able to 
pluck them out of my Father's hand (r). Theſe enpreſſions 
make it as clear, as words can do, that Chriſt died only 
for the ſheep ; that theſe ſheep were given to him by the 
Father; and that all the MKeep fo given to him, and for 
whom he died, are ſecure from periſhing, and ſhall ob- 
tain everlaſting life. But all men are. not ſaved from 
periſhing, nor obtain eternal life, therefore all men were 


not given to him by the Father, nor did he die for them. 


To the ſame purpoſe is the ſong of the ſaints, Thou aut 


lain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of 


kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation (6). From thets 
words it is evident, that the redeemed are not ev 
kindred, tongue, and people, and nation, for then wi 
no propriety could they be ſaid to be redeemed out of 
theſe. The ſame truth might be proved from many o- 
ther paſſages of holy writ, but theſe mentioned are a ſuf- 
ficient ground of faith, which never has been overturn- 
cd, nor ever ſhall be. . | 

Thus have we, upon ſolid ſcriptural I pry ns. prov- 
ed the truth of Chriſt's atonement, effected by his ſuf- 
ferings, and aſcertained the perſons for whom it was 
made. It is only neceſſary here to add, that all for whom 
atonement was made by the blood of Chriſt, obtain an 
intereſt in it when they believe. Then the guilt of all 
their paſt ſins is removed upon the ground of the Sure- 
ty-righteouſneſs. The guilt of none of their future 
{ins is imputed, nor do they expoſe them to vindictive 
wrath, but only to paternal correction, which is a fruit. 
of divine love towards them, fer there is no condemnation 

#0 


(7) John x 11, 27, 28, 29. (s) Rev. v. 9. 
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Matth. xvi. 16.—Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living Gad. 


N the former diſcourſe from this ſubject, our Lord's 
deſignation to his mediatorial office, and his fitneſs 
for the diſcharge of it, were conſidered. We proceed 
now to the other important branch of Peter's confeſſion, 
Thou art the Son of the living God. As, under the former 
head, we beheld him in his mediatorial character, fo 
here, he appears in his divine character, as the only be- 


gotten of the Father, and the ſecond perſon of the glo- 


rious Godhead, The divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, is one of 
the moſt eſſential doctrines of revealed religion, and 
therefore earneſtly to be contended for. For were this 
one doctrine erazed from the word, the Church would 
be deprived of the object of her worſhip, a Trinity of 
Perſons in unity of eſſence, her faith and hope would 
periſh, and the fair, and ſuperb fabric of truth would 
fall into ruin. Let us therefore conſider, with the moſt 
ſerious attention, this important declaration, Thou art 
the Son of the living God. | 5 
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_ * 1/, Our Lord is the Son of God in a much higher 
ſenſe than any of the creatures are. The holy angels 
are called his ſons, on account of their creation and high 
dignity. The morning-/tars ſang together, and all the ſons 
of God ſhouted for joy (a). For the ſame reaſon men are 
related to God as their Father. Have wwe not all one Fa- 
ther ? hath nat ane God created us (h); Profeſſors of the 
true religion enjoy the privilege of outward adoption 
into the viſible church. Hence we are told, that to the 
Hraelites pertained the adoption (c). Believers are the ſons 
of God by a peculiar and ſpiritual adoption into his fa- 
mily. To as many as received him, lo them gave be power 
to become the ſons of God (d). Earthly — are called 
his ſons, as they derive their authority from him, and 
are his vicegerents among men. All of you are the chil- 
dren of the Mgft High (e). But Jeſus Chrift is the Son 
of God in a ſenſe much higher than any of theſe filial 
relations, He is his only begotten Son. 

* 2dly, He is the Son of God by nature, and from eter- 
nity. Even allowing that he may be called his Son, on 
account of.his high office as Mediator, yet he is his Son 
by nature, which is a higher ſonſhip, than that by office 
and diſpenſation. That he is the Son of God by nature, 
is evident from that expreſſion, God ſo loved the wo 
that he gave his only begotten, Son ( ). He was not his 
only begotten Son, becauſe he was given, but it was his 
only begotten Son that was given. Had the giving con- 
ſtituted the Son, and not the Son the gift, the beauty 
and force of the apoſile's reaſoning would be . 
whith is to ſet forth the 3 greatneſs of 
the love of God, in beſtowing the unſpeakable gift of 
his Son upon ſinners of mankind.- As — the 

iving of him did not make him the Son of God, but 
e was his only begotten Son hen he was given, to 
partake of our nature, and die in our ſtead, it is unde 


nlably 


(a) Job x«xviil. 7. () Mat, xi. 10. (c) Rom. ix. 4. 
(4 e i. 12. (e) Pfal. xxxii. 6. (7) John iii. 16. 
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or JESUS CHRIS. 25 
niably dear, that be uss bis Son by nature, before he | 


was given, and conſequently-from eternity, 1 erg! 
In confirmation of the above reaſoning, let it be ob! 
ſerved, that Father and Son are relative terms, and mu- 


imply each other. I the ſecond perſon was not 


tually 
the Son from eternity, the firſt perſon could not be the 


Father from eternity. If the ſecond perſon was only the 
Son by oſſice, and not by nature; then it followꝝ, that had 
he not been appointed to his office as Mediator, he ne- 
ver could have been the Son of God.at all, nor could the 
firſt perſon have been his Father, nor had paternity be- 
longed to his character: And thus, the perſonal charac- 


ter of the firſt perſon, as Father, and of the ſecond, as 
his only 


begotten Son, would have been only arbitrary 
and adventitious-titles, without belonging to their per- 
ſonal exiſtence. Ihe firſt perſon, by — 
exiſts in the character of Father, and the ſecond, in that 
of Som, and they never could ſubſiſt in any other Nax, 
the relations of paternity and ſiliation being as 
2 the diſtinction of perſons. The ſecond perſon there. 
ore d 
ſonſhip, as for his mediatorial office, but it ig as eſſential 
to him, as the ſecond perſon, as paternity is to the firſt, 
of conſequence, he is equally the ſelf. exiſtent and inde- 
pendent” JEHOVAH with the Father. 
ſubſiſtence in the Godhead, the Father is the firſt, the 
Son the ſecond, and the Spirit the third, and the order 


of operation follows the order of ſubtiſtence; but in eſ- 


ſence they are the ſame, in perſonal ſubſiſtence equal, ſo 


that there is no priority, poſteriority, ſuperiority, or in- 


feriority among them. 
34/y, The manner how the ſecond perſon i is the only 
begotten of the Father, or the mode of his filiation and 
generation, we cannot comprehend. This is one of the 
ſecret things, that belong to the Lord our God, add 
therefore we mult not pry into it, nor does it ſeem - 
ſubje& adequate to the conception of finite minds. 
many are now for diſcarding all myſteries ir in r gien, 


ty of nature, 


epends not on ke Father's choice for his divine 


In the order of 
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in revealed religion, undiſcoverable by reaſon, above its 


as THE DIVINE. CHARACTER 
and will believe nothing as truth, which they cannot 
comprehend, it may be proper to explain this matter 
with ſome of accuracy. There are many truths 


comprehenſion, and too big for its teeble graſp, after 

they are diſcovered, but —— them are contrary to 
right reaſon, or to the rational mind enlightened by the 
Spirit of God, though to reaſon, blinded and depraved 
by ſin, nothing can appear more fooliſh and abſurd, than 
many of the moſt important doctrines of the goſpel. 
The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 


for they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, be- 


cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned (g). Divine revelation 
15 both the matter, and reaſon of our faith. Reaſon in- 


deed, propefly enlightened and directed, is an excellent 


handmaid to divinity. When, with candour, and ac- 
curacy, ſhe inveſtigates the external, and internal evi- 
dences of revelation, and the genuine meaning of its va- 
Tious parts, ſhe then, with a comely grace, moves in her 
own ſphere, and whenever ſhe aſcertains the truth of 


_ revelation, and the meaning of its doctrines and pre- 


cepts, ſhe immediately delivers us over to faith and du- 
ty, that we may believe what God has revealed, and 
practiſe what he has commanded. But when corrupt 
reaſon, under the blindneſs and prejudices introduced 
by ſin, calls the truths of God to the bar of her precon- 
caived opinions, and teazes and tortures them, till ſhe 


-wreſt her own ſentiments out of them, then, like Anti- 


chriſt, ſhe uſurps the throne of God, and is guilty of 
crucifying the ſcriptures, as the Jews did their Author. 
In this caſe, inſtead of bringing her ſentiments to the 
bar of the law and teſtimony of God, ſhe calls them to 
the bar of her own judgment, and will ſuffer them to 
have no meaning at all, but what ſhe is pleaſed to aſſign 
them, however contrary ta the mind of the Spirit of 

This 


(2) 1 Cor. il. 14, 
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This abuſe of reaſon, in matters of religion, was never 
greater than in the preſent age, when, under the ſpeci- 
ous colouring of a rational piety, the word of God, the 


foundation and ſubſtance of all religion, is tray e 
udes. In this 


verted, to the prejudice and ruin of multit 
manner, the reaſon of men, which ſhould lead them to 
truth, hides it from them, and involves them in error, 
deluſion, and deſtruction. Surely the light that is in 
them is darkneſs? We are bound to believe the 
tures, becauſe: God has revealed them, not becauſe we 
can comprehend every — which they reveal. It is 
to ſee men rej ome of the moſt important 
dodrines of the word, — doctrine concern. 
ing the true ſonſhip of Chriſt, becauſe they cannot com- 
prehend them, when the very nature of divine revela- 
tion neceſſarily implies truths incomprehenſible by hu- 
man reaſon. The exiſtence of God is the foundation of 
all religion, natural, and revealed. This is the great ra- 
dical truth made known in ſcripture, that runs through 


the whole of it, and upon which it all depends. But, : 
can finite minds comprehend it? It ever was, and ever 


will be a queſtion unanſwerable by all creatures, Canſt 
thou by ſearching find out God? canſt thou And out the At 
mighty unto perfettion (b)? 


Men believe many things, which t they cannot com- 
prehend, and why not ſcriptural myſteries alſo? Men of 


erroneous ſentiments in religion, believe things of which 
they are incapable to give a ſatisfying account, upon 


principles of reaſon, though they be her boaſted advo- 


cates. Can the ſpeculative Atheiſt, if ſuch there be, give 
any ſatisfying account of the viſible order, and beauty 
of the univerſe? or of animal, and rational exiſtence ? 
Can the Deiſt, who denies revealed religion, but believes 
the exiſtence of God, inveſtigate the infinite depth of 


perfection in him? Can the Arminian, who maintains 


that Chriſt ſatisfied Juſtice for all men, by his ſufferings, 
account, 


(6) Job xi. 4. 
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rational principles, 
yment of the debt of thoſe who periſſi, 
. themſelves through eterni 


ty, and fhew,” how this conduct 2 
God, will quadrate with our ideas uf juſtice, either di- 
vine, or human ? Can the Sociman, denies the im. 


putation of fin to Chriſt, and that he made atonement 
for it by his death; ſatisfy us, by rational arguments- 
tion, how it was conſiſtent with the halineis, and jul- 
tioe of God, to inflict ſuch dreadful ſufferings, or to al. 
low them to be inflicted on a perſon/ entirely innocent? 
The friends of religion alto believe ſeveral things, 
which they cannot account for upon principles of rea- 
ſon, betauſe they are above its ſphere and comprehen- 
ion. — — * conſiſts of three 
perfons, i in the ſame glorious eſſence, becauſe the fcrip- 
ture reveals this doctrine. But how three perſons have 
the ſame eſſence, or how the fame eſſence is poſſeſſed by 
three perſons, or the inſinite depth of any of the divine 
perfections, they know not: ſuch knowledge is too high 
for them, and only the attainment of an infinite mind. 
They believe,” that the divine, and human natures, 
are united in the perſon of Chriſt, and that he, by his 
own act, took the human nature into union with his 
| divinity. But can they explain the nature of that pe- 
culiar action of the ſecond perſon, whereby he became 
done ot our bone, and fleſh of car flats; or the mode of 
the union of the two natures in his perſon? They believe, 
that all true Chriſtians are united to the perſon of Chriſt; 
But can they explain the manner of this union, and 
how it ſubſiſts between their fouls and bodies, and his. 
perſon, when the natural union, between theſe parts of 
their conſtitution, is diſſolved by death? 'Fhey believe, 
according to ſcripture, that the Spirit of God dwells in 
them, and operates ſavingly on their hearts: But do 
they underſtand the peculiar manner of the Spirit's in- 
habitation, how he unites himſelf with a human ſpirit, 
and operates on it ? 1 _— believe, that there will be a 
| reſurrection, 
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reſurrection, + nn 


will be effected by the power of God: but can they tell 
how the power of God will reunite the ſouls and bodies 
of men, and conſtitute the union, in ſuch a manner, 


that it will never more be diſſolved? The facts of all theſe 


things they believe, but of the mode of them they can 


form no conception, it is beyond the reach of 
theit faculties, and concerning 


waters, and tfeps are not known (i). 


But to deſcend from the high myſteries of religion, to 


the works of Godin this world, there are many 


incomprehenſible both to the friends, and enemies of re- 
velation. The natural, as well as the ſpiritual world, is 


ſpread over with myſteries, which human reaſon in its 


higheſt cultivation cannot account for. Can any ex- 


plain how the parts of matter adhere together? In what 
conſiſts the life of plants and trees, and how they 


tate? How a gnat, a fly, or a worm is inſpired with lite? 


How our ſouls and bodies are united, how they mutual. 


ly influence one another by virtue of their union, and 


how their union is diſſolved by death? How the bones 


grow in the — — with child ? How our 
clothes warm us, food nouriſhes us, and ſleep refreſhes 
us? Can the moit penetr anatomiſt fully 3 
the complicated mechaniſm of the human body, and all 
the uſes of all its parts, or all the effects of divine wif 
dom and power in the meaneſt reptile? Do not theſe 
things ſhew us, that there are myſteries in nature, as well 
as in grace, and that we believe many — , and would 
be reckoned fools not to believe them, though we no 
r the manner of them, than 2newHorn 
d 

Now, if we. believe a multitude of fats in the —— 

world, without knowing the manner of them, is it not 


35 reaſonable, that we ſhould believe the myſterious _ | 


(i] Pfal. laxvni. 19. 
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it they may ſay with the 
pllmiſt, Thy oy in th ſou, and ty pain the rea | 
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of ſcripture, ſuch as a three one God; that the ſecond 
perſon is the only begotten of the Father; and that he 
God and man in one perſon; though the manner of 
theſe unions be incomprehenſible ? Have the enemies of 
revelation never conſidered, that if they reject the pe- 


_ culiar doctrines of the goſpel becauſe they are myſteri- 
| ous, they ought, upon the fame principles, to deny the 


courſe 5 and the very 2 of material ob- 
altogether, becauſe every of matter contains 
5 by all — of human rea- 
ſon? When the moſt acute philoſopher among them 
ſhall fully unveil the myſteries to be found in the ſmall - 
elt inſect, pebble, or pile of graſs, the friends of religion 
may then undertake to explain to them all the myſte- 
ries of revelation. The queſtions put by God to Job, 
_ with the utmoſt propriety, be put-to thoſe vain, 
orant, and prefumptuous men, who will believe no- 
ing in religion but what their reaſon can fully inveſ- 
t e. Where waſt thou when I laid the foundations of the 
earth? Declare, if thou haſt under/tanding, who hath laid 
the meaſures thereef ? or who hath ſtretched the line upon it? 
whereupon are the foundations thereof faſtened ? or who laid 
the corner-/tone thereof ? Haſt thou commanded the Morning 
fince thy days, and cauſed the Day-ſpring to know his place? 


 Haſt thou entered into the ſprings of the ſea? or haſt thou 


walked in the ſearch of the depth ? Have the gates of Death 
been opened unto thee ? or haſt thou ſeen the doors of the Sha- 
dow of Death? where is the way where Light dwelleth? 
and as for Darkneſs, where is the place thereof ? Haft thou 


entered into the treaſures of the ſnow ? or haſt thou ſeen the 


treaſures 2 the hail (K)? Theſe awful and confoundi 
queries, teach creatures of ſuch limited know- 
__ and capacities as men are, great modeſty, humi- 
ty, nnd ſelf-difidence, in their enquiries into the na- 
— of God, the myſteries of religion, creation, and 


providence. How well does it become them to ſay with 


Agur, 
(2) Job auxviii. 1, 5, 6, 12, 16, 17, 19, 22. 


Kr FSF FBF K. 


* 
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Agur, Sureiy I am more brutiſb than a , and have not 
the under/tanding of a man ; I have nile rnd iſm 
nor have the knowledge of the holy (1). 


4thly,) Our Redeemer is called, lathe went, the & Gon 
the living God. This is a title moſt glorious and 
iven to God the Father, and when the ſecond perſon 
ſtiled the Son of the living God, the obvious: 


IMPOre - 
of the expreſſion is, that he is the living God himſelf. 


In the general, this character implies, that he is the true 
God, and the fountain of life, in op to idols 
dumb, and dead, which neither hear, feel, act, ſpeak, 
have life in themſelves, nor can impart it to others. 
He is the Son of the living God, as he poſſeſſes the ſame 
kind of life with the Father; a life felt-exiſtent and in» 


dependent; has the fame excellencies, and is-capable of 


the ſame infinite en joyment, and bleſſedneſs. In theſe 
reſpects, the life of Gl is the fhmeinall his perſons, and | 
he is infinitely exalted above the higheſt and moſt ex- 
cellent of his creatures:—Chriſt is the Son of the living 
God, becauſe, equally as the Father, he gives life to 
that poſleſs 3 it, the life of „the merely animal 
life, the life of reaſon to mankind, and to — that of 
immaterial ſpirits. He alſo es theſe various kinds 
of lite; for, without his ſupporting, and vital influence, 
we ſhould never behold the verdure of 8 , nor the 
treaſures of Harveſt : all the ſprings of life and action, 
in angels, men, and animals, would fail, and they would 
ſink into non-exiſtence. A 
The things already mentioned, of living the life of 
God, and being the author and preſerver of life, in all 
its diverſified forms, belong y to the ſecond Per 
ſon as he is God. But when the characters in both di- 
viſions of the text are aſcribed to him, they ſignify, 
when com taken, his own mediatory life, and that 


life, which, a8 s Mediator, he i A to _ church. 
E. 


Is 


() Prov xxx. 2, 3. 
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I. The expreſſion, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living 
(wats points out his own life as Mediator. This is his 
ife as God-man, a life perfectly ſingular, to Which, in 
the whole univerſe, among objects uncreated, or creat- 
ed, there is nothing equal, or ſimilar. The life of the 
Father and Spirit is different from it, for though they 
poſſeſs the higheſt poſſible perfection of life, yet they are 
not perſonally united to a created nature. The life of 
angels and men is different from it, becauſe they are not 
taken into perſonal union with any of the three divine 
perſons. But Jeſus Chriſt has the life of God-man, his 
_ Godhead dwells in his manhood by virtue of the per- 
{onal union. Before his aſſumption of humanity, he 
lived and ated as Mediator, becauſe by divine deſigna- 
tion, and his own conſent, he was contracted to our na- 
ture, but having aſſumed it, he will dwell in it for ever- 
more. In it he dwelt in this world, and procured. the 
redemption of the church, by his obedience and ſuffer- 
ings. In it, after his reſurrection, - in the view of his 
wondering diſciples, he aſcended into 2z22ven. In it he 
intercedes there, and pleads the merit of his ſacrifice. 
In it he will preſide in the awful ſolemnity of the future 
judgment, when he will make a deciſive enquiry into 
the characters and conduct of men, and fix their con- 
dition for eternity. And in it, in glory and felicity in- 
conceivable, he will live and reign through everlaſting 
_ This complex character, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God, ſigniſies that life, which, as Mediator, he 
gives to the church. I pleaſed the Father, that in him 
ud all fulneſs dwell (m). From him his people de- 
rive their life of juſtification. That righteouſneſs, which 
is the alone ground of it, conſiſts in his holy nature, life, 
and ſufferings. Of their juſtification faith is the inſtru- 
mental cauſe. Their ſtate of juſtification is unalterable, 
becauſe on nothing in themſelves, or done by them it 


depends, 


(1) Col. i 19. 


or Arsts CiiRRk. 217 5 


depends, but on the perſe righteouſnefs of Cheri 
which is every v way as ſufficient to them ina 
cious ſtate, as at ſirſt k introduce them into At? 
2 208 were" yet finners Chriſt died for ur. Much more 
then, being nord e bf bir blot, We Mal Be ſaved from 
wrath: 2 bim (n). 37-12 ROT: e 
He is alſo the great Sürce of Kan Besten to che 
church. This was a moſt important deſign of his death. 
Who gave lies If for us, that he might redisem us from all 
. wrify unto” bimſelf a peculiar — zealous" of 
Sanctification is hegun in W 
Ihen e the Hine life is implanted in the ſouls of men. 

This they could no more do themſelves, than be — au- 
thors of their own creation. In a natural way they may 
be active, in the uſe of the means of grace; before t 
are born again, but in the reception r the divine 
they are wholly paſſive, and acted upon BY the Spirit of 
Jeſus. When the life of grace is implanted, the ſoul re- 
ceives no new natural faculties, for theſe belong to the 
old, not to the new creation: But new ſpiritual quali. 
ties are introduced into its natural powers, whereby i it 
is diſpoſed to renounce — moos live to God 
while a gracious communication is kept open, between 
grace implanted, and the fulneſs of Ori. "The hex 
venly nature contains all the Chriſtian: g ſo that 
there is-a perfection of parts in grace, when the foulis - 
firſt renewed; but it is not perfect in degrees till death, 
when indwelling ſin is entirely eradicated, and the ſaints 
reach the ature of 3 men in Chriſt," 7 Thi kad 
us to obſerve, ih eye? 12 
That, in due time, he will Lonieventcainte life of 
glory to his people. This is the crowning part of fak 
vation. His — now receive life from him, but in 
heaven they ſhall reign in life with him. In their juſti- 
fication, through faith in his blood, they obtain an in- 
We title to TAY e Arn . would _ 


. o - K 


— 


rr 


| 650 Rom. v. 3 9. 6 Tit, ii. 14. 


- 


e tO abt were not their ſouls purified, and rens 
fenjoying ir ? This happy privilege they 
cation, which is at ance the de 
+a arte be their gracious ſtate, and their — | 
for the ſtate of ſinleſs e whery they dhalkbg 400 


vered from all the evils of the preſent life, and enjoy 
Felicity extenſive as their withes 


and ca in, and 

den u as eternity. ou 
galt Jeſus Chriſt is ſothe Son Ws wn God 
in the higheſt poſſible ſenſe of the word. 1 
— caſes, It. 18 unneceſſary to ove firſt prin 


| aaf, religion, but when any of its ential 5 


doctrines are denied, and attempts made to over - 

N them, it becomes a moſt i important duty, which 

the miniſiers-of the goſpel owe to God, to truth, and 

mankind, to ſupport them againſt thoſe who ſubvert 
them, who would rob the e urch of the ineſtim 
of truth, and ſap the foundation of her faith an 

ope. As the ſupreme Deity of God our Saviour ap: 

now to be called in queſtion by ro Sn | 

abate office be the guardians of religion, it therefore 
becomes the preſent truth, and as it Is a truth of ſuch 
vaſt magnitude in the Chriſtian ſyſtem, and ſo precious 


to the ſaints, no apology is neceſſary for undertaking 


the defence of it. 9 ry ras of Jeſus Chriſt is a 
matter of pure revelation, and ——— by the 
light of nature, therefore the only proof of it muſt ariſe 


from the word of God. This doarine has been often 


largely and to excellent purpoſe, in various tracts 
and f —— divinity. But a compendious and clear 
pr — fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, 
wag —— the divine bleſſing, be uſeful at this period, 


when the Socinian hereſy is beginning to ſtalk 2 


in open day. The proof therefore which we offer, ot 
this radical doctrine of Chriſtianity, ſhall be comprized 
undet the following propoſitions, to which the Ng 8 
earneſt attention is ſolicited. Of purpoſe we wave the. 
proof of Chritt's Soy oe from the wont of God _— 


w 


der the proof prulix 


in hin dupelleth alf ube fulngs. of Ga Godhead air. 


{ * . F * 8 E. — = i "OY "7 
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ed to him in: ſcriptuxe, from no conviction of the in- 


ſufficiency ot this argument, but becauſe it would ren- 


chis great doctrine will bo eee ede 
other propaſiti on.. 


Prep. Is Tho oflence; of God belongs ts Chriſh,- "For 


Obſerve what is here aſſerted concerning Ch 

thaz.the-Godheadg the fulneſs of the Godhead, all the 
fulneſs of the Godhead d well in him. The expreſſion is 
ſwelled and amplified by che Holy Gboſt, to confirm the 
truth of this great doctrine, age well knew ita ĩmpor· 
tance, and enen een e. 


ond our intention, and becauſe 


rious ages and es of: the world. This declaration 


ſhews, in the- - manner. that the nature and eſ- 
ſence of God belong to Chriſt. God is aften ſaid to 
dwell in men by his preſence, and Spirit, but ao here 
is the Godhead ſaid: to dwell in them. The Godhead 
is never mentioned in {cripture as dwelling in any be- 
ing but the true God. The ſame truth is clear from 
that inſpired: declaration, 459 being in the form q Gad, 
thought it not robbery ta be equal with God, but maide 


of no reputation, and took upon him the Form of md 


_ Here it is evident, that = form 


vine eſſence; for it is mentioned as the re hy our 


Saviour thought it no robbery to claim an equality with 


God the Father, which it would have been, had he not 
poſſeſſed the fame eſſence. This rendered his claim of 
equality with God a matter of right, which otherwiſe 


had been a vile uſurpation. Socinians indeed maintain, 


chat the phraſe (thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God) ſhould be — thus (he did not affect the 
honour. to be equal to God) but this critical quirk does 
no honour to their underſtanding, bocauſe it deſtroys 
the obvious ſcope of the apoſtle's reaſoning, which is to 
tet forth the w_ humility and condeſcenſion — 
it 


(2) Col. ii. g. [:) Phil. Us 5. 
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e 26 to aſſumie the nature of 
man, Whem he a ndture 16 high as the infinite, 
divine eſſence, which juſtly entitled himit&an equality 
with God. But fuch is the 5er erſeneſs of 
theſe men, that they will rat ner — 


paſſage, and make Faul r 


chan allow that Chriſt is — ge rey marc may 


be allowed to — own meaning, he Oohwieuſfy here 
contraſts the form of God, in which Chriſt was, 'with 
the form of a ſervant whiich he took on him, of What 
he w before his incarnation, with what he became by 
it. Now, if the form of God does not ignity the-pro- 
per nature of God, then it unavoidabhly follows, that the 
form vf æſervant, which he aſſumed, cid not ſignify the 
nature of man. And in this manner, accoreling to the 
Socinian interpretation of this paſſage, we ſhall get rid 
both of his GOdhead and mankood. Ho juſt is God 


in chuſing their deluſions, and giving them up to a re- 


mind, ho torture their invention to pervert 

the truth, and will not receive it in the love of it, that 
they may be faved! But if the form of a ſervant really 
the nature of man, then to make the apoſtle ſpeak 

ſenſe, the form of God muſt ſignify the nature of God. 

Our Redeemer therefore poſſeſſes the divine eſſence. 

Prop. II. He has the perſon of God, by which we 
mean not that he has the ſame perſon with the Father, 
but that he is a divine perſon equal to the Father. He 
is called the image of the inviſibie Gd (7), the brightneſs "of 
his glory, 1 the expreſs image of his perſon (3). An image 
is different from that of Which it is che ima e, and 
therefore Chriſt cannot be the image of the Father's eſ- 
ſence, becauſe the divine eſſence, being common to all 
the three perſons, cannot be the image of itſelf. But 
he is the perſonal image of God, as his perſon is the ex- 
act character and repreſentation of the Father's perſon, 
and —— the ſame perfections. He that hath ſeen me 
hath 


(+) Col. i; 15. (s) Heb. i 3. 


8. 


we 


7 RS 
IJ 23 


 eflence, is neceilarily 
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forth (b). 
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hath ſeen the Father (t). It was formerly * that he 
has the eſſence of God, and from that his divine perſon- 
ality is clearly. deducible, for he that poſſeſſes the divine 
a divine perſon. And on the o- 
ther hand, a divine perſon muſt have the divine eſſence: 
ſo that the eſſence infers the — — — the perſon the 
eſſence. Our Lord therefore has the perſon of God. 
perfections of God belong to Chriſt. 
ighty power, which is competent to God 
only, and to no creature. He is called 7be mighty Cod (u). 
T hey ſhall fing the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and mar- 
vellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty * I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning, and the ending, ſaith, the _ | 
who is, and ꝛubo was, and who is-to come, the Aimigbty ( 
Ie poſſeſſes omniſcience, which is an ee 
Ma" of the true God. Lord, thou knows/t all things, 
thou note that I love thee (x). Had Chriſt been only 
a creature, would he not have reproved Peter, for aſcrib- 
ing infinite knowledge to him, which belongs only to 
God? It is the prerogative of God only to ſearch; the 
hearts of the Oy n, neither angels nor devils can 
do this, but God a lone. But this is RET by the 
Son of God. All the churches ſhall know, that I am he, who 


fearcheth the reins and heart, and I will give to every one of 


you, according to his works (a). Could he accompliſh the 
ſearch, andaward the retributionshere mentioned, with- 
out perfeGt: knowledgeof their hearts, and of theirworks 
in their motives, manner, and ends — The immutabi- 
lity, and eternity of God are poſſeſſed by him. Before 
the mountains were ſettled, before the bill. was I brought 
Of the heavens and the earth, it is ſaid, with 
application to Chriſt, They ſhall periſh, but thou remaine/t,,. 


and they all ſhall wax old as doth a garment, and as a veſ- 


ture fl thou 178 them up, and en een be e but 
A 8 70 | ... thou 
(7) John xiv. 9 8 I'a A. ix. 6. 0 Rer. xv. 3. () Rer. i. 8. 


(2) John xxi. 17. 
(a) Rev. ii. 23. (8) Prov. vili. 28. 


ee fame, 8 all nur fail (c). J 
Chriſt; the ſame, yeſterduys today, and for ever (u). All theſe 
thin ſpoken of Chriſt, and they are as dear a proof 
L and Unchangeableneſs of God, as any 
declarations of ſcripture.” have we beten, that 
Jeſus Chriſt poſſeſſes the omnipotence, omniſcience, e- 
ternity, and immutability-of che Godhead; and conſe. 
andy — — of God; for he, who 
— them, muſt poſſeſs all the reſt, becauſe 
they — arably connected in the character of 
God. The — oy ns is clear from Chriſt's having the 
eſſence, and the perſon of God; for he, who is God, in 
eſſence, and perſon, muſt neceſſarily poſſeſs al} the per. 
fections of God, not in an inferior and derived —— 
as Socinians teach; but originally, and independen 
as properly belonging to his eſſence and perſon. He 
therefore the true God, becauſe he * the Ne 
tions of God. - peek 9 W FP 
Prop. IV. He veins wor t to 
Of this the ſcriptures afford a proof the — fs: ant 
and deciſtve. By the light of nature and 8 oy it 
is evident, that creation'is the work of God. But this 
work was performed by the Son of God, and therefore 
he is God. Concerning him it is declared, Thou, Lord, 
in the beginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the works of thy hands (e). For by him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
whetherthey bethrones, or dominions, principalities, or powers ; 
all things «vere created by him, and for him (F). Io avoid 
the proof of Chriſt's Godhead from the work of crea- 
tion, ſo fully and inconteſtibly aſcribed to him in ſcrip- 
ture, Arians maintain, that God created the world by 
him, as an inſtrument, or ſubordinate agent. But, how 
was it poſſible, that Chriſt could be an inſtrument to his 
Father in the work of creation. That work mon 


con iſted, 


(e) Heb. i. 11,12. () Heb. xii, 8, (.) Heb. i. 16. 
* Col. i. 16. 6 ＋ {a1 1 1 
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conſiſted, en all things out of nothing, into ex- 
iſtence. As this could only be effected by infinite pow 
er, what influence could Chriſt have, who, according 
to theſe men, is only a creature, in giving exiſtence to 
the world? Did the infinite power of God need ſuch aſ- 
ſiſtance? or how could a ſubordinate agent put forth 
any influence upon nothing, ſo as out of it to bring the 
vaſt univerſe into being? ſuch inſtrumentality, in 
creation, we can form no conception; nor could the 
nature of the work admit of it. But another inſuper- 
able difficulty here occurs upon their plan. For if Chriſt 
was-not the true God, then he muſt have been a crea- 
ture, and conſequently created. Now, though it were 
granted them, that he was a mere inſtrument in the 
work of creation, which we have ſeen, he was not, yet 
how could he be an inſtrument in his own creation, and 
act before he exiſted ? It appears therefore, that all crea- 
tures could not be made by Chriſt, as an inſtrument, 
and that this doctrine is equally repugnant to ſcripture, 
philoſophy, and common ſenſe. But when the truth is 
admitted, every thing is clear and eaſy. God created all 
things by Jeſus Chril, viz. As a divine perſon, putting 

forth divine power equally with himſelf in creation. — 


Thepreſervation of all things is aſcribed to Chriſt. By lim 


all things conſiſt (g)—Upholding all things by the word of his 
power (h), ——_— preſervation of all things is the work 
of God, and requires the conſtant exertion of infinite 
power. Created exiſtence can no more preſerve, than 
torm itſelf, but muſt be preſerved by its Creator. 
 —— Miracles are the work of God, and incompetent 
to created power. But Chriſt performed many mira- 
cles, by his own immediate power. The eyes of the 
blind he opened, the ears of the deaf he unitopped, the 
tongues of the dumb he looſened from the bonds of ſi- 
lence, and raiſed the dead to life. At one time he ted 
tour thouſand, at another, five thouſand men, beſides 
| F - women 


te) cel. i. 16. (4) Hebei. 3. 
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women and children, with a few loaves and fiſhes. That 
the prophets and apoſtles performed miracles we allow, 
but it was by power derived from Cod, not their own. 
When Peter cured the lame man, at the gate of the tem- 
ple, he gives a juſt account of this matter. In the name 
4 Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth,.riſe up and walk (i). This 

| thewed that Chriſt was God, when the apoſtles perform- 
ed miracles by power from him, as well as when he per- 
formed them by his immediate power. 2 
———— The bodies of the dead will be raiſed by him 
at the laſt day. For our converſation is in heaven, from 
zwhence alſo wwe look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working, whereby he 
it able even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf (&). This is a 
work competent to God only. It is only he, that can 
re-animate the dead bodies of men, and conſtitute anew 
the union between them and their ſouls, which was diſ- 
ſolved by death. But this work is expreſsly aſcribed to 
Chriſt, as well as the glorious form, which he will give 
to the bodies of his people, in the great riſing day. He 
ſhall call to the heavens above, for their ſouls, and to 
the earth for their bodies, that theſe parts of their con- 
ftitution being joined to ſeparate no more, they may, 
in their whole perſons, enjoy the unſpeakable felicities 
of the eternal . | A | 
Hnally, The work of judgment will be performed by 
him. He is appointed to be the Judge of the world. 
The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son (I). The apoſtle John, in his prophetic vi- 
ſion of the judgment, beheld the Son preſiding in the 
awful deciſions of that important day, in the 1 
of God. I ſaw the dead, ſinall, and great, ſtand before 
God, and the books were opened, and another book was open- 
ed, which is the book of life, and the dead were judged out 
of thoſe things, which were written in the books, according to 
| their 


(i) Ae if. 6. (4) Phil. ili, 20, 21. () John v. 22. 
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their works (m). Now, if the Judge were not the true 
God, and poſſeſſed of infinite knowledge, is it poſſible, 
that he could underſtand all the ſtates and characters, 
all the thoughts, words, and actions of that vaſt aflembly. 
that —_ 8 =, his — and adjudge them to de- 

| ineſs, or „in exact proportion to 
cheir S who oh believe, that a mere crea- 
ture can do all this, may ſoon be perſuaded that dark- 
neſs is light, and light darkneſs. As our Redeemer then 
performs works competent only to God, creation, pre- 
ſervation, miracles, and will, at the deſtined period, raiſe 


* 
* 
* 
« 


the dead, and preſide in the final judgment, therefore he 


is truly God, 1 8 
Prop. V. The worſhip of God is due to him, and re- 
ceived by him. Civil worſhip is due to men, and ad- 


mits of different . e and forms, according to their 


different ſpheres in life, and the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of 
nations. But religious worſhip is due to God alone, 
and not to creatures, Now it plainly appears, from 
what has already been proved, that Chriſt is entitled to 
the fame religious worſhip with God the Father, for we 
have ſhewn, that he has the eſſence of Ged; a divine 
perſon equal to God the Father; the perfections of God, 
and doth the works, which none but God can perform. 
Is it not therefore an obvious conſequence from all theſe 
things, that the religious homage, due only to God, be- 
longs to him? This reaſoning is ſo concluſive that no- 
thing more is neceſſary to conſirm the propoſition laid 
down. But let us enquire whether the * nay do 
not alſo eſtabliſh it. When he bringeth in the Firſt Begot- 
ten into the world, he ſaith, And let all the angels of God 
worſhip him (n). All men are commanded to honour the 
Son, even as they honour the Father: (o), which they cannot 
do, without giving him the ſame worſhip. Faith in 
Chriſt is an act of religious worſhip, and he requires it 


from his difctples, Te believe in God, believe alſo in me (p). 
| Bets Beſides 
(n] Rev xx, 10. (2) Heb. i. 6. (e) John v. 23. (5) Ich xiv. 1. 


# 


8 THE DIVINE. CHARACTER 


| Beſides the various 2 f worſhip, faith, joy, thankful. 
nl | nels, reverence, and ry of which he was the ob- 
Wi > E, 


* 


Ws 
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ject in the courſe of it was wiſely ordered by 
divine Providence, that he received divine worſhip, 
both when he entered * world, from the wiſe men, 
and from his diſciples, when he aſcended to heaven. 
And it came to-paſe, while he bleſſed them, he w0as parted 
from them, and carried up into beaver. And they worſhip- 
ped him, and returned to Jeruſalem with great joy (q) We 
ſee then from ſcripture, that God the Father requires 
angels and men to worſhip his Sqn; that the San re- 
quires worſhip to beperformed to himſelf; and that i it 
has actually been given to him. 
We have now concluded our proof of our Lord's a 
vinity, and from what has been argued and proved from 
ſcripture, that he has the eflence, the perſon,” the per- 
fections of God; performs works competent only to 
God; that the worſhip due to God alone, is required 
to be iven him, and received by him, it is hoped, we 
may. therefore, upon the beſt grounds. of aflurance, 
draw our concluſion, that he is truly God, in the high- 
eſt, poſlible ſenſe of the expreſſion. Leaving the more 
full improvement of this important ſubject till after- 
wards, we ſhall conclude the preſent 3 with the 
following obſervations. 
A, As the truth of our Lord's Deity ſhines in the 
ſacred oracles, with ſuch ſtrength and clearneſs of evi. 
dence, and is a doctrine of vaſt importance in the Chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem, it is matter of deep ſurprize and regrets 
that any thould be ſo ignorant as not to know and believe 
it, or ſo wicked as to deny and pervert it. Surely, if 
fuch be religious teachers, they need to be taught the 
firſt principles of religion. They muſt be wretched 
teachers of others, who are ſo poorly inſtructed them- 
ſelves. Both they and their hearers have need to pon- 
der with much ſerioufneſs theſe awful words of il, 
Chr 


(2) Luke xxiv. 51, 52. 


* 
6 
Norte 
1 101 


Chriſt, Nute blind lead-the blind, nb hel fob into the 
ditch (H. I. any ſuch have ſubſcribed the Weſtminſter 
Confeſſion, as the. confeſſion of their faith, they cannot 


but know, that the divinity and atonement of Chriſt 


are clearly aſſerted in chat valuable collection of truth. 


Where then is their honeſty, or conſiſtency, in preach- 
ing doctrines directly contrary to the avowed doctrines 
of that Confeſſion? if they would openly renounce that 
Confeſſion, and that church where it is abliſned a8 2 
2 of orthodox y, together with the emoluments, which 

key polls for bing e though th public 
woul inly deem them . groſsly erroneous, they 
would be ſtill — to poſſeſs a ſhare of natural honeſ- 
ty. But while they continue miniſters of a church, 
whoſe Confeflion they ſubſcribed, and daily preach. the 


reverſe of its doctrines, all the charity of Ch ity 


will not allo men of judgment and uprightneſs to view 
them in any other li 


ght, than men of groſs diſengenui- 
ty, and diflemblers both with God and man: Vea, the 


profane themſelves, when they attend to the inconſiſt 


ency of their conduct, cannot view them in a light more 
favourable. May they be brought to right views of 
theſe things, before they be called to the awful tribu · 
nal of Chriſt, who requires truth in the inward parts, 
and abhors deceitful men. The Lord will abbor the de- 
ceitful man. 
2dly, Suppoling, but not granting, that the Socinian 
doctrine, which denies the proper Deity and atonement 
of Chriſt, were true, thoſe of the contrary perſuaſion, 
who believe both theſe articles, would be in no error, 
that could affect their ſalvation. They would not, even 
according to the Socinian plan, be guilty of idolatry, 
for it allows Jeſus Chriſt to be a God by deputation, and 
chat he is to be worthipped. Their error, in this caſc. 
would only daa! in reciting him as a meer na- 


ture, 
18 Matth. xv. 14. 


146 E DIVINE CHARACTER 


ture, which would only give him more honour than 80 
cinians allow him. And furely this could be no 

ous error, eſpecially when we conſider, that m nd, p 
in general, are diſpoſed to g too little inſtead of too 


. much honour to the Son of God. 


Suppoſing again, that thaſe Chriſtians reputed ovths. 
dox, are wrong in thinking that Jeſus' Chriſt endured 
the wrath of God, and made atonement for the fins of 
men; and that our own plety and good works are the 
proper ground of obtaining his favour and eternal life, 
as Socinians teach: Surely this can be no — rn 
miſtake, if they, in the mean time, take care to cultivate 
good diſpoſitions, and maintain piety and works, 
which their own principles ſtrictly e ook to do. 
In this caſe, they will poſſeſs what will entitle them to 
the divine favour and enjoyment, according to the So- 
cinian plan itſelf. | Their only error, according to this 
ſuppoſition, will conſiſt, in believing, that the merit of 
Jeſus, and not their own qualifications and works, is the 
ground of acceptance with God, and in depending too 
much on his righteouſneſs, and too little on their own, 
a very ſingular kind of error, if it be one: So that their 
ſcheme of doctrine cannot have a dangerous tendeney, 
nor prevent their ſalvation, even though that of Socini- 
ans were juſt and ſcriptural, 

But if, on the contrary, orthodox Chriſtians be in the 
right, if Jeſus Chriſt be really God by nature, and made 
atonement for the fins of his people, and if the belief of 
his proper Deity and atonement be eſſentially neceſſary 
to ſalvation, as there is every reaſon to believe from the 
ſcriptures, how deplorable then muſt the condition of 
Socinians be, if they live and die rejecting his divinity 
and ſatisfaction! It concerns them therefore to examine 
their ſcheme with the deepeſt attention, before they 
riſque their ſalvation upon it. If upon looking into its 

interior receſſes, it appear falſe and hollow,which it muſt 
do, if pondered with candour and judgment, they 3 
boun 


or ixsus RS. a 


boond by every conſideration of duty and intereſt to re- 
nounce it. Should it even appear doubtful, and that 
the orthodox plan is either poſſibly, or probably true; 
then, where ſo much is at ſtake, they ought according 
to every dictate of prudence and common ſenſe, entire- 
ly to relinquiſh it, and embrace the orthodox faith. 
Nothing but the moſt clear and ſolid conviction of the 
truth of their ſcheme, which never can be obtained by 
fair and candid enquirers into the mind of God in his 
word, can poſſibly juſtify their adherence to it, or ſhould 
ſatisfy their own conſciences concerning it. 

To illuſtrate the ftate of the controverſy between the 
orthodox and Socinians; let us ſuppoſe that ſome object 
of vaſt importance to the ſecular intereſt of both were 
ſet before them, and that they were aſſured, by a perſou 
who knew it well, that by acting in a particular line of 
conduct, ey ſhould inly acquire a great acceſſion 
to their worldly intereſt. Let us ſuppoſe at the ſame 
time, that they are plainly told, that all other methods, 
but that laid before them, will fail of ſucceſs, and ruin 
their temporal intereſt, - It is eaſy to ſee what all wiſe 
men would do in this caſe, Socinians themſelves not 
excepted, for they diſcover as much ſagacity, as their 
neighbours, in things that pertain to this life. 

Let us apply this reaſoning to religion. Eternal life 
is ſet before men in the goſpel. They are aſſured, by 
the Spirit of God ſpeaking in the ſcriptures, that if they 
cordially believe in Chriſt as the true God; embrace 
other ſaving doctrines; depend on his atonement for 
ACCC 8 and be led by their faith to holineſs of heart 
and life, they ſhall be ſaved. This is the orthodox plan 
of religion. The Spirit of truth informs them alſo, that 
there is no other way of ſalvation; that all other ſchemes 
of religion will ruin their ſouls, and land them in the 
damnation of hell. When the argument ſtands in this 
light in the holy oracles, let me aſk, Do Socinians act 
as wiſely in ſpiritual concerns, as they do in W ? 
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IMPROVEMENT. I 
8 U B 1 E G I. 
DISCOURSE m. 


Matth. xvi. 16.—Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living Cad. n | 


N the preceding Diſcourſes, we conſidered the two 
diviſions of the text, Thou art Cbriſt, the Son of the 
living God, in which, the mediatorial, and divine cha- "4 
racer of our blefſed Redeemer is clearly aſſerted and py 
eſtabliſhed. But though theſe, and all the other truths 
of religion are revealed in the divine word, they will 
not avail to our ſalvation, except we cordially believe 
them, and feel their gracious energy. As application 
is the life of preaching, ſo is it alſo of hearing, or read- 
ing the doctrines, promiſes, and duties of religion. If 
therefore we with either to enter on the religious life, or 
to improve in it, let us make conſcience of applyin g the 
truths of God to our own ſouls, and pray, that the Ho- 
ly Spirit may lead us into all truth, and bring our hearts 
and lives under its ſacred influence. As the ſubject, that 
has been under review, is of vaſt importance in religion, 
in which both ſaints and finners are 1 intereſted, 
your moſt ſerious attention is ſolicited to the following 
G | improvement 


HE 
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improvement of it, which, by the bleſſing of God, may 

put you on your guard againſt various doctrinal and 

practical errors, that abound, in the preſent age, and 
_ excite you to th 


deſtructive tendency of the Socinian ſcheme. It is ſo 


tonement of Chriſt ; the exiſtence of the Holy Spirit as a 


but in three perſons, all poſſeſſing the fame glorious eſ- 


e practice of genuine piety. 
1, The doctrine delivered ſhews the dangerous and 


pregnant with errors, that its name is Legion, for they 
are many. Its patrons deny the proper divinity and a- 


diſtinct perſon in the Godhead; the covenant of works; 
original ſin; particular election and redemption; the 
imputation of ſin to Chriſt; and of his righteouſneſs to 
his people. They maintain that the ſoul fleeps after 
death till the reſurrection, and that the puniſhment of 
the wicked will not be eternal. Theſe are ſome of the 
tenets of their creed. None of the friends of religion 
will, we ſuppoſe, grudge them the excluſive property of 
a cargo ſo valuable. But it is only with their denial of 
the proper Deity of Chriſt, and his atonement, that we 
have at preſent to do. Now theſe errors will certainly 
appear to be damnable hereſies, if they be found incon- 
ſiſtent with the exiſtence of God, and the holineſs arid 
happineſs of men. We allow that Socinians own the 
exiſtence of God, and that God the Father is the only 
true, and proper God. But whatever be the intention 
of the men, the genuine conſequence of their doctrine 
is, that there is no God. For clearing this, let it be con- 
ſidered, that the only true God mentioned in ſcripture, 
is one God in three perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
The Godhead never did, never could, never will exiſt, 


ſence. Though they are diſtinct perſons, they cannot 
exiſt in a ſtate of ſeparation from one another, for this 
would deſtroy their unity of eſſence. From this reaſon- 
ing it undeniably follows, that Socinians, by denying 
the proper Deity of the Son, and Spirit, deny the pro- 
per Deity of the Father alſo, for he cannot exiſt but in 

Lg connection 


ny connection with theſe two glorious perſons equal to him 
gd {elf in all divine perfections, and having TIED: 
and The God therefore whom they acknowledge, when the 
| proper Deity. of the Son and Spirit is excluded, is an i- 
dol, and no more the true God, than a ſtack, a ſtone, 
or the meaneſt xeptile. With reſpect therefore to the 
true God, they have become vain in their imagination, 
and tbeir fooliſh heart is darkened... l. 
But the fatal tendency of this ſcheme will more fully 
appear, when we conſider, that it is totally inconſiſtent 
with the holineſs and happineſs of men. Goſpel-hoh- 
neſs is repreſented in ſcripture as the fruit of Chriſt's 
death as an atonement for fin. Hence it is ſaid, that 
his people are redeemed unto (God, and waſhed from their 
fins in his blgod. Vea, both their preſent holineſs, and 
tuture happineſs ſpring from his death, -and therefore 
it is ſaid, Chriſt layed the church, and gave himſelf for it, 
hat he might ſanctiſy and cleanſe it, with the waſhing wa- 
ter by the word; that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
church, not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing (a). 
Now, as the giving of himſelf for the church, 1s exprell- 
ly mentioned as the foundation of her holineſs, felicity, 


6 
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i i ö , { 
_ nies the exiſtence of the true God altogether. And if a 
God exiſt not, the world never could have been created, 
nor creatures, material,-or immaterial exiſted, and this 
would have effectually prevented the redemption of ſin- 
ners, and the need of it, as there would have been no fin- 
ners to be redeemed, noSaviour to redeem them, no hea- - 
ven, no hell, in which they could either be happy, or mi- 
ſerable. Such is the direful tendency of this miſerable 
ſcheme, when traced to its ultimate conſequences, and 
fo injurious is it, to the glory of God, the honour and 
influence of religion, and all the moſt valuable intereſts 
of mankind. © | 2 
| 2dly, This ſubject teaches us the only foundation of 
the ſinner's acceptance with God. It was formerly 
proved, from ſcripture, that Jeſus Chriſt ſatisfied the 
divine juſtice, by his ſufferings, for the ſins of elect men, 
and that his ſufferings, incluſive of his obedience, form 
that perfect righteouſneſs, which, according to the goſ- 
pel-plan of ſalvation, is the only ground of the — 
of ſin, and a title to eternal happineſs. The apoſtle 
James indeed declares, That by works a man is juſtified, 
and not by faith only (b). His meaning 1s, that the good 
works of believers ſhew the reality of their juſtification, 
and that their faith is not a dead faith, but genuine and 
faving, by —_ influential, and operative. But it is 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that juſtifies their perſons 
through the inſtrumentality of faith. This is Paul's 
meaning when he declares, That a man is juſtified by 
faith, without the deeds of the law (c). 750 
Ihe preſent faſhionable divinity teaches, that finners 
can only obtain a title to the favour of God, and eter- 
nal life, by their own ſincere obedience to the law. 
This doctrine is preached in many corners of the land, 
but it is as contrary to truth, as it is agreeable to the 
corrupt heart, and highly reliſhed, by many of the learn- 
ed, and poliſhed people of the age. The obvious ten- 


(5) James ii, bs le) Rom. iii. 28. 


dency of it is, to lead mankind away from the N 
merit of Chriſt, the true 7 of acceptance with God, 
to ſeek acceptance, on the footing of their own perſonal 
qualifications, and works. As this is an error moſt dead- 
ly in its nature, and ruins all thoſe, who believe it, and 
act according to it, ſo it betrays the moſt groſs igno- 
rance of the divine plan, both in-the covenant of works 
and of grace, For according to both covenants, men 
were not to obtain a title to 3 on the ground of 

obedience vielded by themſelves, but that of their fe- 
deral repreſentatives. According to the covenant of 
works, the perſonal righteouſneſs of Adam was the on- 
ly foundation of a title to life, to all mankind, and not 


their own obedience. According to the conſtitution of 


grace, the merit of Chriit, excluſive of all works of men, 
good, or bad, is the alone ground of a title to heaven, 
while the good works of believers are evidential of their 
title, but not the ground of it. The plan therefore of 
juſtification before God, by our own lincere obedience 
as the condition of it, ſo much inculcated by our mo- 
diſh divinity, is totally inconſiſtent with the way, of ob- 
taining a title to lite, both by the conſtitution of works 
and of grace. It is the production of Satan, and men 
of corrupt minds, diſhonourable to God, ſubverſive of 
the ſcriptures, deſtructive to mankind, and therefore 
every way unworthy of the attention and applauſe that 
are given it: Were it the truth of God it would be de- 
ſpiſed by the world, but as it is the religion of corrupt 
nature, therefore the world loves it. 1 3. 

3dly, The ſubject which we have been conſidering, 
points out the inſufficiency of the light of nature, to con- 
duct men to happineſs. - This is the religion of Deiſts, 
and an error now greatly prevailing in the world, but 
in its tendency moſt fatal and deſtructive. Its patrons 
boldly reject divine revelation, and all that friendly aid, 
and information, which it offers. We have already 
proved, that the Son of God is a divine perſon equal to 
the Father, and that he made atunement for the fins of 


his 


* 
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his people. - Theſe are two doarines, as clearly taught 


{ 
in ſcripture, as important in their nature, and eſſential 
do the ſalvation of ſinners, as any truth of divine reve- 
lation. Now, Deiſts, as well as their brethren the So- 
cinians, deny both theſe; What is the conſequence? It 
is, that they muſt for ever remai R of the true 
- —— method of acceptance with God, through the me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt, for theſe doctrines are totally: 
undiſcoyerable, by, the light of nature, without revela- 
tion. Neither can the light of reaſon diſcover the cer- 
tainty of a future ſtate, Mankind, in general, being 
ſunk in ignorance, indolence, and wickedneſs, had nei- 
ther ability, nor inclination, to proſecute enquiries of 
this nature. Some of the philoſophers of Greece, and 
Rome, thought the doctrine of a future ſtate highly 
probable, but a ſtable, and well grounded aſſurance of 
it, they did not attain. But the important truth, is 
fully aſcertained in the ſacred oracles. Hence it is Tad 
of Chriſt, Who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life, 
and immortality, to 1ight through the goſpel (d); not abſo- 
lately, but comparatively; for in Old Teſtament, 
they were revealed more obſcurely, but in the New, 
they ſhine with the clearneſs of the meridian ſun. Nor 
does nature's light give men any aſſurance of divine aid 
in duty, or fupport under affliction, But the inſpired 
oracles aſſure good men, that as their days, their ftrength 
/hall be, and promiſe them conſolation, aid, and fupport, 
in all their duties and trials. How lame, and inſuffici- 
ent then is natural religion, with all its boaſted excel - 
lence, to perfect the happineſs of mankind, which nei - 
ther diſcovers the true object of worſhip, the adorable 
Trinity, the certainty of a future ſtate,” nor promiſes 
help and ſupport to frail mortals, in the various func- 
tions and emergencies of life! And how miſerably de- 
Juded, and intatuated, are thoſe men, who reject the 
INE „ enen 


(4) 2 Tim. i. 10. 
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OF THE SUBJECT. | 55 
eiiptures which contain cheſe. and many his un- 
ſpeakable advanta 1 2 How applicable to them is the 
Tus of Paul. goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 


are be, 1 & god” of of this world hath blinded the 
minds of who believe 25 left the light of the glorious 


27 0 J who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 


128 * noble confeſſion of Peter's faith, in the 
text, exhibits to our view the great ſubject of the evan- 
gelical miniſtry. Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God, 
Theſe words are a compend of the whole goſpel. They 
contain the doctrine of the Trinity. The two firſt per- 
ſons are e ly mentioned, an the third is clearl 
implied, as by his agency Chriſt's body was formed, an 
his humanity anointed with the oil of gladneſs. The 
name Chriſt, aſcribed to him, implies his inveſtment 
with his mediatorial character, and his fitneſs to ſuſtain 
it, together with the complete execution of his various 
offices, in grace, and glory. Theſe are things of vaſt 
depth andextent, and comprize the ſubſtance b reveal- - 
ed religion. As all the radii of a circle meet inthe 2 
tre, as all the ſtars in our planetary ſyſt ſyſtem r 59 
fun as their common centre; ſo all the lines o 
truth centre in Chriſt, and have 2 more remote, or — 
mediate relation to him. The whole ſyſtem of truth 
is revealed by him, as the A Prophet of God. The 
ceremonial law was typical of him. The doctrines of 
the word point out the method of ſalvation through 
him. Its promiſes are pregnant with his purchaſed bleſ« 
lings, and the channel of their conveyance. Its predic- 
tions chiefly reſpect him, the nature of his kingdom and 
adminiſtration. Its ordinances are ſtampt with his au- 
thority, ſo many glaſſes, in which, he may be ſeen, and 
the medium of tellowſhip with kim. The law, as a cove- 
nant of works, isſubſervlent to his mediation, as it ſhews 
the impoſſibility of ſalvation without him, and is a 

ſchoolmaſter, 


00 2 Cor. . 38 


3 | 2 
ſchoolmaſter, to ning nr to him, that they may be 
juſtified by faith. The ſame law, as diveſted of its fe- 
deral form, is preſcribed by him, to be the rule of obe- 
dience to believers, while they equally depend on his 
grace, for ability to obey it, and on his merit, for the 
acceptance of their obedience. As Mediator, the ſcheme 
of providence is put under his direction. Before his 
incarnation it was ordered in a ſubſerviency to that 
eat event, and ſince that happy period, to the eſta- 
liſhment, or enlargement of the goſpel kingdom: So 
that the whole ſyſtem of truth, and the great plan of 
. providence are ſomehow or other related to Jeſus Chriſt, 
All the above conſiderations, when taken together, 
ſhew how juſtly the goſpel is called the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, and what -an extenſive, and pleaſing 
field, the miniſters of religion have to travel fu 
in unfolding the word of inſpiration, and the ſcheme 
of providence, in their beautiful connection with Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the work of redemption. If theſe things be 
ſo, ſurely thoſe religious teachers muſt be poorly ac- 
quainted with the nature, deſign, and extent of the mi- 
niſterial office, who can explain the doctrines, and du- 
ties of religion, or the plan of providence, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to keep Chriſt entirely, or almoſt out of view; 
who inſtead of reſembling that auſpicious ſtar, which 
conducted the wiſe men to him, ſtrain every nerve to 
divert the attention of mankind from him, and the ſa- 
lutary effects of his mediation. Their diſcourſes may 
be ſtored with ſentiment, and adorned with the beauties 
of compoſition, but Chriſt being excluded from them, 
they are lean paſtures for hungry ſouls to feed in, they 
are ſtones inſtead of bread, ſerpents inſtead of ſiſh, 
and poiſon inſtead of food. The effect entirely corre- 
{ponds to the cauſe, for in exact proportion, as this mo- 
diſh divinity has prevailed, and the great operative doc- 
trines of the goſpel have been ſubverted, or withdrawn 
from the view of mankind, ſound knowledge, and the 
power of godlineſs have declined, and immoralities - | 
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all kinds have-poured in upon us, from every quarter. 
And it will not be well with miniſters, or people, nor 
will the yore of religion fouriſh, until this anti- 

{criptural plan of preachin ud aſide, and Chriſt 
the Son elde Bein God be reſtored” to that place in 
our ſermons, which he holds in the fyſtem of truth. O 
that all, Who miniſter in holy things, were deeply im- 
preſſed with the awful importance of truth, and of ſouls 


entruſted to their care, and would think, how they will 


anſwer to the 8on of God, in the day of his righteous 
f ent, if they betray their truſt, and ſinners periſh 
To h their — and ſubverſion of truth! 
May Ker all know the truth and believe it, preach it 
with plainneſs, ſincerity, and ſucceſs, and, by 2 
energy, have their hearts and lives formed and di 
according to it, that qwhen the chi Ig uns 
f receive a crown of glory that fadeth nat . 
1 This ſubject s Jar — tothe holy 
ſovereignty of God. This great attribute of Deitynot 
only ſhines in the appointment of Chriſt to his media- 
tory office, which depended on the divine pleaſure, but 
alſo in his death for elect: men, and not for all men, as 
Arminians teach. They cannot reconcile their minds to 
the ſcriptural doctrine of particular redemption, While 
they do not ſufſiciently conſider, that if God, without 
impeachment of his juſtice, and goodneſs, left ſinnin 
angels without redemption, he 5 * alſo have left 
men without it. And if he grant this privilege to ſome 
men, while he denies it to others, he only extends mer - 
cy as he thinks proper, but does injuſtice to none. May 
not he do with his on what ſcemeth meet to him? 
The juſtice of human ſociety ſupports this principle, as 
the common n of mankind, in beſtowing favours, 
and ſhall the righteous Governor of the univerſe be de · 
nied the common right of his creatures? Is there either 
reaſon or religion in * his liberty??? 


(/) 1 Pet. v. 4. 
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 . Let us look around us in the world, and we ſhall ea · a 
fily diſcern viſible marks of ſovereignty, in the moral, 
and natural government of God, as well as in the fal- 
vation of an elect world, by the obedience and death of 
Chriſt. Are the means of grace extended to all men? 
Do not ſome enjoy divine revelation, while others are 
without it? Do nov Chriſtians: enjoy a clearer revela - 
tion than the Iſraelites did? Who made angels and 
men to differ from the meaneſt reptiles, or the ſtones 
af the field? Are all men bleſſed with the ſame de- 
of natural capacities? or have they the fame op+ 
— — for improving them? Are not ſome * 
and others poor, by the very condition of their birth ? 
Are not ſome blind, while others ſee? Some deaf and 
dumb, while others hear and ſpeak ? Some deformed, o- 
thers beautiful? Some weak, others ſtrong? Some ſick- 
, others healthy? Theſe and many ſuch inequalities 
are too viſible to be denied, and unleſs men arg blind- 
ed with prejudice, they mult ſee the divine ſovereignty 
as clearly diſplayed in them, as in the doctrine. of par · 
ticular redemption : So that there lies the ſame objec: 
tion againſt the viſible government of God, as the le, | 
tion of the ele& by Jetus Chriſt, while others ſhaxe not 
the ſame privilege. Admit the ſovereignty of God, and 
it accounts at once for all thoſe differences; deny it, they 
are, and ever will be myſteries inexplicable. It will be 
highly proper, both for the friends and adverſaries of 
particular redemption, ſeriouſly to ponder theſe ipſpir- 
ed ſentiments. Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did he in 
the heaven, and in earth, in the ſeas, and all deep places (g). 
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe 
thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt 
revealed them unto babes : Even fo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good in thy fight (S). e La 
* 6thly, This ſubject points out the neceſlity of being 
well grounded in the doctrines of our holy rein, 


(2) Pſal. cxxxv. 6. 


* 
— 


(% Match. xi. 25, 26. 


3 


TY 9 » 4 6 wv OI 


— 
aw 


5 EF Bw 


85 


and how much we thould ſtudy to attain a clear, and 
eſtabliſhed judgment, in the truth. When our Saviour 


aſked the diſciples, Whom ſay ye that I am ? Peter, witha 
clearneſs, and extent of knowledge, both of his divine, 


and mediatoril character, that does him the higheſt ho. 


nour, replies, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living God. 


This declaration of his faith, when viewed in the depth, 


and extent of its meaning, is a valuable epitome of the 
ſpel, and thews the depth of his ſpiritual diſcernment, 
n giving a deſcription ſo conciſe, and comprehenſive of 


the ſubſtance of Chriſtian religion. 


A clear and well digeſted knowledge of the truth, as 
it is in Jeſus, is highly requiſite; on many accounts. It 
is proper in reſpect of the divine command, Grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and —_ 
Chriſt (i). It gives the mind ſatisfaction, as it is there- 
by qualified to diſtinguiſh truth from error, and to 
rate the precious from the vile, and as it fortiſies 


Ane and affections againſt the ſeduction of error, 
d 


the fair, and plauſible pretenſions of heretical 
teachers, who diſſeminate their poiſonous; and deſtruc- 
tive tenets, under the appearance of truth. This is the 
moſt dangerous form of error, and ready to beguile the 
ſimple; and unwary. The devil never tempts, with 
eater danger, and ſucceſs, than when he is transform- 
ed into an angel of light, and drefles error, and fin, in 
the garb of truth and piety. © SR EOS Ht 
But what we would efpecially take notice of here is, 
that a diſtin knowledge of truth and duty, is, under the 
divine bleſſing, an excellent mean to * * the heart 
for religious exerciſes. This is a circumſtance of great 
importance, and too generally overlooked in the pre- 
ſent age, and therefore it mexits the moſt particular at- 
tention. If we be ignorant of the object of faith, it is 
impoſſible that we can act faith, for the mind cannot act, 
without an object. If we be ignorant of the way of 


| gut, 
(5) 2 Per. iii. 18. N 
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duty, how can we poſlibly walk in it? A moſt perni- 


cious notion is now. prevailing among mankind, and 
like a gangrene, viz. That if they lead a 


operating 
good, and virtuous life, it is of no importance what 
their principles and creed are m_ An engine more fatal 


and infernal was never played off againſt the intereſt 
of religion. This — a "Pleads for — at the 
expence of truth, and ſeparates what God hath con- 
ined. Have its votaries never conſidered, that though 
iſhed, they never can 
be ſeparated? Are they ſuch children in knowledge, as 
to be ignorant, that where the light of truth does not 
ſhine in the underſtanding, its power cannot operate on 
the heart; and that when the genuine principles of re- 
ligion are ſet aſide, or viewed as of no importance, there 


| can no more be fandtified aſſections, and a holy 


tice, than light without the ſun, a ſtream without a toun- 
tain, or a ſuperſtructure without a foundation ? Their 
doctrine ſuppoſes that error is as friendly to religion, 


as truth; that the cauſe may be bad, and the effect good; 
that the fountain may be bitter, and the ſtream ſweet; 


and that the fruit may be good, while the tree is bad: 
A doctrine equally repugnant to ſcripture, philoſophy, 
and common ſenſe, and equally ſubverſive of the courſe 
1 nature, and the ſyſtem of grace. 

As long as the doctrine of cauſe and effect holds true 
in the cxconomy of God, error, ſo far as it influences 


the judgment and practice, muſt always lead mp—_— 


and truth, as far as its influence extends, gives a rig 


direction to the 1 „heart, and deportment. The 


effect muſt, in the nature of things, correſpond to the 
cauſe, and it cannot be otherwiſe, Whatever men, through 
Ignorance, levity, inattention, or to ſerve the cauſe of li 
centiouſnels, may ſuppoſe to the contrary. But let us 
point out a few ſtriking circumſtances, to exhibit the 
genuine tendency and influence both. of truth, and er- 
ror, and that the reaſoning may be more convincing, 
we will ſuppoſe, that both the orthodox and a 
a 


O THE SUBJECT.” 6 
act eee eee and ſyſtems of 
rinci er. : 


ples. „ enhew wud; omittbarot 
"The man then, who believes the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, will worſhip the three divine perſons, but he who 
as Unitarians do, will worſhip that one perſon only. 
The Atheiſt, Who believes not the being of God, will 
worſhip none, becauſe he has expunged the Creator 
from his works. He, who believes, the merit f | 
Jefus is the only ground of acceptance with God, will "if 
depend on it alone for that privilege ; but he, who be- | 
lieves, that his own qualifications, and works, are the 
ground of acceptance, will depend on them for it, and, 
like the ſpider, weave a web from his own bowels. He, 
who believes, that his ſtrength. for duty is in Chriſt, 
and not in himſelf, will exerciſe a humble dependence 
on him for it; but he, who thinks, that his ſtrength is 
in himſelf, and not in Chriſt, will depend on himſelf, 
not on Chriſt, and. will endeavour to call forth the 
mental powers, which he thinks he poſſeſſes, in his va- 
rious duties and emergencies. He, who believes the 
doctrine of immortality, will be inſpired with hope, and 
engage in thoſe pious exerciſes, which prepare for that 
ſtate ; but he, who: believes, that death will terminate 
his exiſtence, without an hereafter, will naturally ſeek his 
portion in preſent enjoyments, and at once adopt the 
creed and practice of the Senſualiſt, Let us eat, and drink, © 
for to-morrow wwe die. Theſe things have been mention- 
ed to ſhew the genuine tendency. of truth and error; 
that their effects are as oppoſite as their nature, and the 
groſs and ridiculous abſurdity of perſuading ourſelves, 
that it is of little, or no conſequence, what we believe, 
it we maintain a good practice. This doctrine is often 
inculcated by Infidels, to diſparage revelation; by the 
ſober moraliſt, who hates the doctrines of the goſpel ; 
and by heretical teachers, who, by a fair ſhew of ſanc- 
tity, wiſh to divert the attention of Chriſtians from the 


great 
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ben doctrines of ue which are the true. 
tion of a holy practice. 

9:bly, This ſubject ſhews us, that the method of re. 
Geinpilon, through the mediation of jeſus, raiſes both 
the nature and —— of true Chriſtians to higher ho- 
nour and felicity, than if man had never ſinned. This 
is the doing of che Lord, and it ſhould be wondrous in 
dur eyes. It is a glorious exertion of divine wiſdom 
and power, in bringing good out of evil, and over-rul- 
ing the primitive for the — of many fin- 
ners. The human nature, and ex. 
cellence inferior to the a q yet being aſſumed into 

the perſon of Chriſt, is rai d far above it, and all other 
created natures. And what extraordinary degrees of 
happineſs it derives from his indwelling Deity, * its 
near connection with the other divine perſons, is be- 
yond the conception of all creatures; The Plalmiſt in- 
forms us, that the glory and _— of his human na- 
ture are very great. His glory is greut in thy ſabvation : 
honour and majeſty haft thou laid upon * For thou haſt 
made him my/t bleſſed for ever; Wonen 
glad with thy countenance. 

The members, in their meafure, are conformed to the 
Head. As their nature is taken into perſonal union 
with the Son of God, fo their perſons are taken into 
myſtical union with him. They are not taken into his 
perſon, like his own humanity, but they are united to 
his perſon, which nearneſs to God they never could have 
attained, though the firſt conſtitution had never been 
violated. This honour have all the ſaints. Their fe. 
licity correſponds to their honour, as they can a 
unto God the Son in their own nature, and the behold- 
ing of his glorious humanity in heaven, and their na- 
ture ſo highly exalted in him, will be an ingredient in 
their rio bliſs, which would not have entered — 


tte felicity of the firſt covenant. We add, that the ha 


— of the ſaints in heaven will be oreatly augmented, 
y the conſider ation, that they have eſcaped from : 
wor! . 


a. - i the. ood a tt 8 a—_ an and a ond Bobs as ads ennonnoald a at - 
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— that once they 
were ſinners, enemies to God, and under the curſe, — 
We eee Lamb, and raiſed 
ans 4ce unfading - honour and 
— in the wel, . 


how ſhould; fl —— een 2 


inconceivable: 
as 52 eee wait — beyond e 
i 
8501 lays a moſt ſolid foundation for 
oe cri ty. This aj box and ſupplies of the church, 


2 their intereſt i in Chriſt's s atonement. 10 them 
there ſhall be no condemnation in time, at death, at 


5 5 nor through eternity. The church he il 


erve in the world, in ſpiteof all oppoſition; the = 
againſt her. She — 50 ; 


of Ay Va not —— evail 
change her place in the world, be removed like a 
herd's tent, and e from veſſel to veſſel, 

various vicifhtudes of providence, but ſtill ſhe m — 
deren g d 

r ordinances, 1 ng 

her children; ee — Yo} wh 
r 

power, pro 
boundaries, and increaſe the number of- her members, 
till all be added to her, that aye to be ſaved. The eſtab- 
liſhment of the Ifraclites in Canaan, under the beauti. 
ful figure of a vine, is well adapted to exprets the en- 
largement of the goſpel · church. Thou h * a vine 
out of Egypt 575 Lr end planted it, 
Th gf nr Fae roy didi cauſe it to tale 
2 The hills were covered with t 
Pados of i, nd th bog beg bu thereof were like the goadly co 


ent out her boughs unto the ſea, and her branches 


unto 


uine members are ſecured from wrath, by 
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2210 the ricer (. Te exile 
been owing to a wonderful variety of cauſes, and means, 
ARE the , Do: the right han 
Lor e light an ehergy'0 truth, th 
5 i Wat alneg, dige arid ſufferjngs'of ber i. 
a A members: by the divine bleſſing, have g 
contributed to her increaſe and ſe ta Which 
he courſe of Providence has alſo b \ eminently fuh· 
ſer vient, 3 long, deep, and diverſified train of in- 
— — able and awful, by mercies y — 
ents, 2 — he deligns, the natural a | 
| 5 „the moral, and immoral — men. This al- 
0 cometh b from the Lord of Hoſts, ic wonderful in 
| counſel, . in working (m). To thie fame, or ſi 
milar cauſes, will her entirgerncyt be Ging, in the Ur 
nerations to com. 20 U f c ITY 
Nor need Je, who believe in the Son of the li 
God, entertain any doubt about the ſupply of your 
wants, whether natural, ar ſpiritual. *With/ joy and 
confidence may ye ſing with David, The Lord ir my. 
Shepherd, I ſhall not "want (n). While his power pre- 
ſerves you from danger, his. goodneſs ſhall afford you 
fupplies. His mercy will pardon your fins, and hls VA 
dom direct your ſteps. In trouble he Will ſupport you, 
and in duty afford u his aid. In darkn he will 
enlighten, and in grief inſpire you with joy. In — 
neſs he will clothe you, and'in wearin, afford 'S 
poſe. In bondage he will give freedom; ah in ranger 
relieve you with food. When languid, his Spirit will 
quicken you, and 2 death he will bring —.— to life. 
He ſhall deliver thee in ſix troubles, yea, in even, there 
110 evil touch thee, In famine he fo ſhall redeem e from death, 
nd from the prer of the fevord.” Thou ſhalt be hid 
from the of th tongs, neither ſhalt thou be afra of 
deft hid by At deftruftion and famine that 
fat langh, neither "Palo thes be ofrai 25 the beaſts of = 
| mea 


60 Pal. Xxx 8, 9, 10, 11. (7) Ifa, zxix, 29. (2) Pfal. zxiii. f. 


earth. Fur thou ſhalt be in league with the tones of the field, 
and the beaſts of the field ſhall be at peace with thee (o). 
gthly,” Let me call on you, who are ſtill in your natu- 
ral condition, to believe in Chriſt the Son of the living 
God. This is the wiſeſt courſe you can take, and the 


only way in which you can eſcape the damnation of hell, 


and obtain eternal happineſs. He that believeth ſhall be 


ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned; As Chriſt 


is revealed to you in the word, as the object of faith, it 
is equally your duty and intereſt to belieye in him, and 
It is at your extreme peril if you do not. No qualifica- 
tions are required to give you a right to believe in him, 


but he is freely and fully offered to every ſinner, who 
hears the goſpeh Only believers have an intereſt in him, 


but all men have acceſs to him, and a right to believe in 


him. This is not more the privilege of the prince, than 
the ſubject; of the rich, than the poor; of the wiſe, than 


the fooliſh; of the learned, than the illiterate; of the ſo- 
ber moraliſt, than the greateſt profligate; of the awak- 
ened, than the — natry 466 it is equally the pri · 
vilege of ſinners of all deſcriptions, to who ut is 
revealed, of whatever nation, profeſſion, or character. 
The law makes it their duty to believe, the goſpel con- 

ſtitutes their right to do ſo, and the grace of it makes 
faith their actual attainment, wherever it operates ſav- 
ingly upon the heart. The invitation to believe is moſt 
extenſive and moſt free, though it has not reached all 
men actually, in the courſe of providence, yet as it is laid 
in the word, it is ſuited to the condition of all men as 
ſinners, it is broad as the ſpacious earth, and its numer- 
ous inhabitants. Lat unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends 
of the earth; for I am God, and there is none elſe (p). 
Ass the goſpel therefore gives you full and free acceſs 
to Jeſus iſt, independent of any conditions or qua- 
lifications on your part, O improve your privilege, and 
delay not the moſt neceſſary work of believing in wo 


(% Job v. 19, 20. 21, 22, 23. (D kla. x'v. 22, 


the  itivitations of the 
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It is one of Satan's moſt deadly devices, to make you 
 defer'a work ſo important, to'ſome future period, till 
| have profecuted other favourite ſchemes, i 
more — luſts of the fleſh, and enjoyed more of the 
leere _ _ — in throwing theſe obs 
n le, to divert you from 
merge — Ar = through every period of life. 
| This — — inſtances been at- 
nded with wy ſueceſs, and ruined multitudes: of 
$ſ0uls; like the harlot in the Book of Proverbs, 
it hath cat dren many wounded; yea, many ſtrong men have 
been ain by it. Say not therefore to Chriſt, when, by 
he ſolicits admiſ- 
fion into your hearts, Go thy way for this time, when 
Fhave 2 cotvEalant ſeaſon, T will call for thee, Alas! 
how often does it happen, that thoſe who neglect pre- 
ſent” opportunity, never afterwards find in 255 nor beheve 
at all. How many, already beyond redemption and 
hope, deferred the work of faith, as you now do, till the 
time of perfortning it was ended, and the ſhadows of 
the long night of death were ſtretched over them. Take 
care to improve by ſuch ſolemn warnings, learn wiſdom 
from their folly; and avoid the fatal rock that dathed 
them to pieces. They were fooliſh virgins, who 
ed to oil; till the bridegroom came. — 
mo ura, on det her ways and be wiſe. MNorit uibile it is 
ay, the night rometh when no man can work. Be excited 
frei > 16 lieve ty the Son of God, by all the joys of 
; by all the unutterable torments of hell; which a- 
wait the finally impenitent; by the love and authority of 
the adorable Trinity; by the 2 and — — of 
Jeſus Chriſt; his humble manger — 
at Bethlehem; the poverty — —— — 
his bloody feat in Gathſemane; his expiring 
on Calrary; his preſent exalted condition at t Te 
ther's riglit hand; the precious b ; of his 
and your ſolemn appearance before his judgment: ſeat. 
Theſe are conſiderations of a moſt ſerious and import- 
ant 
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ant nature; ponder them, we pray you, with attention, 
and may the Spirit of God give them a deep and ſav- 
ing impreſſion upon hearts. But, if afterall that 

is ſet before you in the word of truth, and declared to 


Ln concerning the matchleſs ex · 
e and the Way of ſalvation 


through him, you are determined Mill to reject him. 
| — rin the ſervice of ſin; if you will neither 
be moyed by the threatenings of the law, nor the pro: 
miles of the goſpel; by the terrors of the Lord, nor the 
bleſſings and — of religion, it is our earneſt prayer, 
that the Lord may bring you to a better temper, and 
diſpoſe you to conſider your ways, before you be in- 
volved in the fatal — — of a ſinful courſes 
And we muſt, at preſent, take an affecting leave of you, 
in the awful words of the inſpired Paul. Bezvare theres 
fore left that come upon you, which is ſpoken of in the — 
— ye @eſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh, for 1 work 4 
work in your days, a work which you ſhall in no wiſe —_ | 
though a man declare it unto you (4). | 
10thly and laſtly, Let us now bring the ſubje& to 2 
concluſion with a few directions to you, who are true 
Chriſtians, which, under the divine bleſſing, may be 
| * to you in the progrels of life. 


Be deeply ſenſible of your diſtinguiſhing p EE 
in — brought to believe in the Son of God, and 
th for it, From many evils you are now deliver- 


ed, and entitled to many bleſſings. You are brought 

from nature to grace; from darkneſs to light; from 

guilt to pardon; from pollution to purity; from weak- . 

neſs to ſtrength; from deformity to beauty; from en- 

mity to love; from want to fulneſs; from diſtance to 

nearneſs; from — to — from nakedneſs to 
0 


28,8, 8. . 8. & . 5 K 8, K A ADB SE ATHEIST anES 


cy 
w 


es clothing; from 1 to food; from wearineſs to reſt; 1 
a- from unbelief to faith; from deſpair to hope; from mi- | 
ez ſery to happineſs; an from death to life, 'What a rich 

at. collection 

te 


1 
* 


6% ARs xiii, 41, 


— DS CIOS 
-— — 
— 


$ 
* 
1 


12 2 np "4 hf ax * #14 \% p 
ES . 7 7˙· . OO 8 
* — — M - >: — 
— — CET IE OE NILS es. : L r 1 - 
* — « % 45,” — 4 > 7 = , 4 a 7 L — 
- — — — — * N 
= - 
x —— 
* 
. 
. 
5 — * 
» 
. 


89 THE IMPROVEMENT MEN j 


collection of bleſſings is this! and what a foundation 


does it lay for eternal gratitude and praiſe} eſpecially 
when you conſider, that you no more deſerved theſe 


bleſſings, than others to whom they are denied; that 


they are the gifts of God through qeſus Chriſt, and that, 
if you differ from others, it is grace divinely rich and 
free, that hath made the difference, and not any perſon- 
al excellencies of your own. - Let this view of things, 
lead you to humility as well as thankfulneſs. What haſt 
thou that thou didſt not receive? and of thou didft receive it, 
hy deſt thou glory ns if thou didſt not receive it (r)? To 


be humble and „under the reception of divine 


mercies, ſuits the gracious manner of their diſpenſation, 
is a truly evangelical frame of ſpirit, an excellent evi- 
dence of a gracious ſtate, and highly becoming our con- 


dition, as creatures dependent on Gd. | 


2. Daily improve Chriſt the Son of God, in his vari- 


| ous offices, and live upon his fulneſs. By faith and 


rayer, make continued application to him, as the on- 
Mediator between God and you, for the increaſe of 
wiſdom and knowledge; that you may obtain the par- 
don of your daily ſins committed againſt the law as a 


rule of life, together with the ſenſe of your primary par- 


don in juſtification; and that by the power of his grace, 
you may yield a cordial, perſevering, and univerſal obe- 
dience to his laws: You will find more and more, as 
you proceed in your ſpiritual journey, that the eſſence, 


power, and ſweetneſs of religion conſiſt in a believing 


improvement of the Lord Jeſus, in all his offices. The 
more you live upon his fulneſs as Mediator, the more 
will you be enriched, invigorated, and purified; His ful. 
neſs and your emptineſs, his all- ſufficiency and your in- 


ſufficiency correſpond well together. He has graciouſ- 


ly connected them in the word, do nat ſeparate them in 


your exerciſe. Let a deep ſenſe of your manifold wants 


ead you to his fulneſs for all needful ſupplies, and with 
e l 2 


(r) 1 Cor. ic. 7. 
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holy; and filial confidence approach the throne of grace, 
p you 


chat you may obtain mercy, and find grace to < 
in time of need. Never ſuffer yourſelves to forget, that 


though jeſus diſpenſes his purchaſed — freely, yet 
his fixed order of 2 them is, that you come to 
him as humble, and needy fupplicants, that fo you may 
receive them. His own words, 


equally gracious, and 


encouraging, and expreſſive of your duty, are, Aft, and 


it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſball find; knock, and it 


ſhall" be opened unte vor (E). "Cauſe and effect, in the 
courſe of nature, are not more cloſely connected than 


grace and duty in Chriſtianity. The more you abound 
in prayer, gracious tempers, and conduct, you will have 
increaſing experience, that the Lord is gracious ; the 


ſtreams of his g grace, benignity, and mercy, will pour 


in upon you from every quarter, and refreſh you in your 
journey heaven-ward, as the water from rel rar in the 
wilderneſsfollowedthelfracliteswhile travellingthrou gh 
it. Then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: 
his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he ſhall come 
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth (t). 

3- Contend earneſtly for the faith delivered to the 
ſaints. This is required of the church at all times, arid 
it is eſpecially the duty of Chriſtians in the preſent age, 
when errors ſubverſive of all religion are p ted a- 
mong us, with ſo much of the ſerpent's craft, that they 
are well calculated to deceive, and with a front ſo bold 
and daring, that refuſes to be aſhamed. Arminian er- 
rors — prevailed, and are ſtill mournfully gain- 
ing ground, and as far as they are believed, and influ- 
ence the conduct of mankind, are ſubverting the inter- 
eſt of truth and holineſs, and endangering multitudes 


of precious fouls. But theſe are not all the errors that 
trouble the church, a beaſt is now to be ſeen riſing out 


of * earth, of ſhape as deformed and monſtrous as any, 


| which 


(-) Marth. 4 7. (:) Hoſ. vi. 3. 
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which John Gin dune and to the extent of its 


: of principles, are anly, we. fear, the 
beginning f forxows to this poor nation, and intended 
. the people, whether they are either fo 
ignorant of religion, or ſo indifferent about its intereſts, 
as to endure with quietneſs to ſee its foundations razed, 
And ſhould ſuch @ temper be found to prevail, there is 
little reaſon to ee that more open attempts will be 
made to diſſeminate theſe pernicious principles, ſo that 
though ye — hitherto been in a great meafure a 
peſtilence in darkneſs, they will at laſt become 
a deſtruction 1 a at noon; Whether the church 
r to which theſe things properly pots will 
8 them, we know not, but the autho- 
rity of the word, the ſacred honour of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
bleeding intereſt of truth, the edification of Chriſtians, 
and their own character, 2 them to ap- 
ply the appointed diſcipline of the ſanctuary, in a very 
pointed and deciſive manner. In ſuch a caſe as this, 
the neglect of due cenſure is highly — and opens 
a door for hereſies of all kinds to 2 — impunity, 
to the viſible danger of the interett of religion, both in 
the preſent, — ce Whatever the 
church-courts of theſe things, or do con- 
cerning them, — are moſt ſerious, weighty, and im- 
portant in their own nature, and will be found to be 
ſo at a judgment eat. May the Spirit of God diſpoſe 
them to be faithful to the Son of God now, in execut - 
ing the —— diſcipline of his houſe, that ſo their 
od by hin, in the anal day of ln Accu dn 
m, in the a 8, and un · 
alterable deciſions. g 
But as it is not only the duty of che church in her ju- 
dicial capacity to defend the truth, but of all her * 
in their proper ſpheres in life, we therefore call u 
all the friends o of religion, to hold 5 the faith o as 
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goſpel and the profeſon of 5. Maintain the truths of 
oly 26al and doldneb, and never be aſhamed 


Fort Et, Tou have a better right 

than any have to | 

more hotiourable, and in the end it will be more fucceſs. 

ful and ofitablss for great is the truth; and it ſhall pre- 

vail: Though it be now fubverted from vations quar- 

ters, and treated with profane mockery and con 

yet at laſt it will prove Victorious, and trivuttiph over the 

graves of its enemies, unleſs they repent in time. But 
let your zeal for truth be tenipered with Chriſtian 

jm — The of the — eh Ririve; but be 

entle unto all men, in meeknejs inf thoſe that oppoſe 
elves (u). Entertain fle hatred at Fal 

the truth, bur regard their perſons as the wor 


of God, while you hold the error in deteſtation. In 


2 they ate more to be tied than envied, — 
en up of God to the power of deluſion. 
thou rather pray for them, that _ may be — 
to repentance, the acknowle and love of the 
truth, that ſo they may be ſaved in che day of ths Lord. 
4. That your zeal — — be rational and 
fcriptnrs, ſearch the ſcriptures daily with devout at- 
— , that you may not — hee and 
let your #eaF run out upon A wiong object ay 
the 1 — with humility, and Maag iy of 
and an earneſt deſire to diſcover the mind — 
ther reſpecting doctrines of faith; or rules of duty. If 
you conduct your reſearches under the influenceof thoſe 
cious tempers, and connect with them frequent and 
ent prayer, that the holy Spirit may lead you into 
al. truth, then” you cannor ul es under and the trech 
25 it is in 8, ſo far 43 is neceflary to ſalvation, and 


9 Y into no errots, chat win . 


100 2 Tim. i. 24, 94: 


| | | I 
On che other hand when men ſtudy the ſcxiptures 
out a ſincere deſire to learn the mind of God, they ne- 
ver can attain a right knowledge of them. Eyery one 
knows, that a temper of this kind is highly inimical to 
improvement in any ſcience, and eſpecially it is ſo to 
proficiency in the knowledge of God and divine things. 
This is one great cauſe why many learned men are groſſ- 
ly erroneous in religion, and, in their writings and diſ- 
courſes, betray a mournful N ce of the ſyſtem of 
truth. Their ſentiments in divinity are often formed 
upon the principles of thoſe ſyſtems of moral philoſophy, 
Which they have ſtudied, before they turn their atten- 
tion to the ſcriptures, if they do it at all: Or if they 
deign to look into theſe ſacred repoſitories of truth, they 
come to them vith all the pride of learning, and a vain 
conceit of knowledge, as if they could teach them to 
"= truth, inſtead of learning it from them. The con- 
ſequence is juſt what might be expected from ſuch. a 
frame of ſpirit. Inſtead of examining their il-ground- 
ed notions and conceits by the ſacred oracles, as candour 
and impartiality require, they accommodate them to 
their notions and conceits, make them a mere noſe-of- 
wax, and twiſt them into whatever forms their favour- 
ite hypotheſes require. In this manner, the pride of 
unſanctiſied learning throws a veil over the ſcriptures, 
and hides their truth, beauty, and glory from their view. 
Thou haſt hid thoſe things from the wiſe and prudent. This 
carnal, proud, and unſubdued ſpirit hath ſet up Pope- 
ry and ſupports it, and is doing inconceivable miſchief, 
at preſent, in the Proteftant churches, It is leading 
them into different ſchemes of religion, no leſs oppoſite 
to truth, nor leſs dangerous to the ſouls of men, than 
Popery itſelf.” Its direful effects in our own nation are 
too viſible to be denied; by many they are ſadly felt, and 
none can be ignorant of them, who are in any degree 
_ acquainted with the ſigns of the times. qa 


T Ani eee 
ground of comfort, that the great Lord, of the church 
will prevent the intereſt of truth and rightcquineſs from, 
rena n the earth. It is a pleaſing reflection, that 
theres axe ſtill many cordial friends to the Redgemer's, 
kingdom; who favour the duſt of Sian, aud take pleaſure 
in ber rubbi/h ond her faxes 3 Who deſixe ta ſee truth, pu- 
rity, and good order reſtored; who with Joint, hearts, 
and lips preſent frequent and event angus to 
him, that be may return to her long deſolations, and 
rebuild her broken frame; that he may e/?abliſh and make 
Feruſalem a praiſe in the earth. _ + TO 
22 Be on your guard againſt all extremes in religion. 
theſe there are too many in the preſent age: But we 
only mention two, which are operating like gangrenes 
and conſuming many in this generation. en 
Ihe firſt is, when men place all their . in what 
they call moral virtue, without union to n of 
Chriſt, juſtification by his righteouſneſs, and iflca- 
tion by his Spirit. This, in ſome form or other, is. the 
religion of legaliſts of all deſcriptions, but it is as. diſſer- 
ent from the religion of the goſpel, as darkneſs from 
light.. This: ſcheme of religion is only ſplendid hea- 
theniſm under the name of Chriſtian virtue and morali- 
ty. Every ſcheme of religion that is not founded in 
vital union to Chriſt, and regeneration by his Spirit, is 
not the Chriſtian religion, whatever ſpecious colourings 
may be put on it. Accordingly, it is too viſible to eſcape 


FFF ... 


pe- obſervation, that there are no greater enemies to goſpel- 
ef, holineſs, in its nature, foundation, ſupplies, operations, 
ng and ends, than thoſe who have adopted the refined, 
ite and faſhionable legalifm of the age, who boaſt of the 
Jan fine endowments. of human nature, pique themſelves 
are upon acting agreeably to the dictates of reaſon, and 
nd found their hope of acceptance with God upon their 
rec mental qualities and virtuous deeds. : 

Es, Another extreme in religion, equally dangerous as 
alt the former, againſt which you ſhould guard, is, when 

K | 
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profeſſors reſt in a knowledge of truth merely ſpecula. 
| 3 agreeable to it. This is a miſ- 
take too gen 'overlooked, but it proves fatal to 
multitudes of orthodox profeſſors. They contend for 
the true f of goſpel-do8rrine, in oppoſition to er. 
—_ and . But 

y do they neglect a Why 
do they not N rs. yings of _ 
Chriſt, Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord * 
enter into the kingdom — but he that deth the will of 
 myPather whois in heaven (x). as, e ye know theſe — 
e eee A filled with notions 

eee religion, while t he heart and Bf are under the 

power of fin, is a clear evidence of an unpar- 
5 — 1 and yet there are too many examples of 
this, even among thoſe who make a flamin — 
of piety. Such characters are ſo far from b 
religious, that they are a — Karre of the aevi 
who has much 3 NY but acts not accord- 
ing to it. Men of thi —— if — perſevere in 
their preſent courſe, will as certainly periſh, as any claſs 
of ſinners, with this additional aggravation of their ſin 
and puniſhment, above many others, that they knew 
their Lord's will, but did it not. 

The cunning of the old ſerpent is viſible in both theſe 
extremes. By the one, he prevents men from acquir- 
ing that knowledge of truth, which is neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. By the other, he cauſes them to reſt in a ſpe- 
culative knowledge of truth, to the neglect of a holy 

ractice. In both, he aims at their deſtruction, and 
them to hell in different paths, if divine mercy 
interpoſe not. O the deceit and cruelty of this enemy 

of ſouls! He ſhifts his ground to anſwer his purpoſes, 
lays his ſnares in every path, and adapts his temptatiohs 
+ to the various views, Prune; paſſions, and. circum- 
ſtances of mankind. To 
| 6. 110 
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(x) Match. vii. 21. 60 John xiii. 17. 
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6. To bring this improvement to a concluſion, let it 
be your conſtant care to adorn religion by a holy prac- 
tice, When the enemies of the goſpel ſee its pi | 


act inconſiſtently with its precepts, they unjuſtly tranſ- 
fer the cenſure due to their and conduct, to 


their religion. Now, though ſuch cenfures are only vile 


| aſperſions caſt upon Chriſtianity, and prove nothing a- 


gainſt its truth, purity, and excellence, yet it becomes 
you to be particularly careful to give no occaſion for 
them, by a holy tenderneſs of deportment; by abſtain- 
idg from all manner of ſin, and abounding in all the 
fruits of righteouſneſs. In this way, you will adorn 
your profeſſion, ſtop the mouths: of the profane and 
fooliſh, and wipe off their reproaches from our holy 
religion. 1 2 it 31. ee 


Make conſcience, at all times, of reduci your knows. 
ws of religion to practice. Never ſatisfy yourſelves 
with dead and inoperative ſpeculations about divine 


thin 7 but ſeek earneſtly after thoſe views of them, that 
are ſpiritual, practical, and ſaving, which will increaſe 


your love to God and holineſs, and bring your hearts 
and lives more under the authority, power, and direc- 


tion of his laws. As the doctrines and duties of religi- 
on are wiſely connected, by his appointment, take care 
never to ſeparate them, but ſhew their connection in 
your judgment and practice. The doctrines of the goſ- 
E will not avail to your ſalvation, without holineſs of 


cart and life; for without holineſs no man ſhall ſee God. 


Nor can you attain evangelical holineſs without the 
knowledge and belief of theſe doctrines, and feeling 


their ſpiritual and ſaving energy. They are the root 


from which holineſs ſprings, and ſends forth its goodly 
branches. By truth, as the mean, and the Spirit, as the 
agent, your ſanctiſication is already begun, and in the 
ſame way it muſt be promoted, in the various ſtages of 


its progreſs, till grace ripen into glory. Make there- 


fore the word of God the great rule of your faith and 


obedience, and take the Holy Spirit for your guide. 


In 
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= all the difficult and 
| be your light in. darknefs, your joy in grict, 
ſecurity in danger, your ſupply, in want, your 
in weakneſs, your hope in death, and through 
death he will AY ew to his EY 1 _ 
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